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have as much interest in the preservation of the | 
litical institutions of this country, on account 
of their own personal safety, as the people of the || 
South have in the protection of their slaves. | 
| trust that the rules will be adopted as they | 
have been reported by the committee; and I trust | 
that hereafter petitions will be received and re- 
ferred, and that reports will be made upon them; 
for 1 believe that there is no committee that will | 
report & bill for the abolition of slavery in this 
District. We shall then have it in our power to 
show the people of the South that, so far from 
being Abolitionists, we are, in fact, opposed to 1 
the abolition of slavery. || 
If it was not out of order, he desired to ask his | 
colleague on his right (Mr. Gipotnes] one ques- 
tion, which hecould answer or not, as he pleased. | 
He was in possession of a paper, though he had 
it not here, representing that his colleague made 
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believed there could be no danger in giving the 


| people their constitutional rights, 


Mr. A. V. BROWN next obtained the floor; 
when 


floor to enable him to answer his colleague, (Mr. 
Duncan. 


from Ohio could answer his colleague at another 
time as well as now. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Will the gentleman allow 
me ten minutes? 

Mr. A. V. BROWN wished, before he an- 


|| swered the gentleman, to inquire whether the 


debate would continue after the expiration of the 
morning hour? 


the debate was limited to the morning hour and 





a speech at a meeting of a number of Abolition- | 
ists; and, in the course of its delivery, read a let- | 
ter from Mr. Clay, setting forth that he con- | 
curred with him in all his doctrines on the sub- 
ject of abolition. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. Will my colleague yield the | 


that would expire in ten minutes. 

remarking that it would no doubt be considered 
very liberal in him to allow the gentleman from 
Ohio two of his ten minutes. 


tion to his colleague for the question he had pro- 





oor? 
Mr. DUNCAN. Yes, sir, for an answer to my 


question. . : 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Am I in possession of the | 
floor, Mr. Speaker ? 

The SPEAKER. Just for an explanation, sir. | 

Mr. GIDDINGS. If I have the floor, it will | 
take me just one hour to give the explanation. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Well, if it will take an hour 
to answer a simple question, [ had rather do with- 
out the answer, and go,on with my remarks. 
The gentleman, then, does not feel disposed to | 
answer. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Yes, sir, I do; but I must 
have time for it. 

Mr. DUNCAN could only say that he had | 
seen it stated in a newspaper that the gentleman 
made a speech at a meeting of a number of his | 
constituents, in the course of which he read a let- 
ter from Mr. Clay, setting forth that he was with 
him in every essential particular on the subject 
of abolition. He had never seen that statement 
contradicted, and the gentleman himself had never | 
Ye it. He might now take an hour to | 

eny it. 

To return to the subject from which he had | 





digressed. He would ask the country and ask |} full. 


the Democratic party, if they were to be further | 
guiled with this miserable humbug? They had | 
already consumed a considerable portion of the 

session in worse than useless discussion on this 


subject, to the exclusion of all other business; 


addressed the people of Oberlin. They were 
party. 
ored to convince them thata separate political 
organization, for the sole purpose of maintaining 


States in regard to slavery, was necessary. It 


ern slaveholders would never be persuaded to 
support the Constitution in the spirit in which it 
was adopted. On this point he endeavored to 


ern men who loved the Constitution, and who 
were sworn to support it, would turn their atten- 
tion to those rights, and would meet us on the 
line of the Constitution, and would unite with 
northern men in the maintenance of all the rights 
of all the States. He remarked that he quoted 
instances of southern slaveholders, whom he re- 
spected, and who had shown themselves willing 
to meet the North upon the true constitutional 
line. He said he then stated that he would read 
a letter from a southern man, and a slaveholder, 
in which his own sentiments were set forth in 


ersuade them that they were in error; that south- 
P y 


| the name, he announced it to be Mr. Clay. He 
then went on to say that it was C, M. Clay, one 
| of the wealthiest and most pure and most influ- 
/ential men in Kentucky. Mr. G. said he went 
| on to say that he had no authority to say that 


and it would continue to obstruct the business of | Henry Clay would thus support the Constitution; 
the House if some order was not taken to pre- || but that, from his acknowledged patriotism, and 


disposing of the subject would be to establish 1 would support the constitutional rights of the 
the rales as reported by the select committee, || North as firmly as he would thos¢ of the South. 


and let all the petitions be received and referred. || 


his course, he was satisfied, would save time, 
as he had seen both this and the oppos te course | 
tried. There was less time consumed in the re- , 
ception of abolition petitions, and debates on | 
them, while this practice prevailed, than since. 
It would not only save time, but it would settle 
the question abroad. The people claimed to be | 


| 


the judges of what it was proper for them to 
petition on; and if any one thing had manufac- 
tured abolitionism more than another, it was the 
rule forbidding the reception of abolition peti- 
tions, The ery had been raised, ** the Constitu- 
tion is violated; we no longer enjoy the privi- 
ses of American citizens.” That cry was 
caught up by all who did not investigate the sub- 
ject as clearly as some of his southern friends 
did. They took the Constitution according to 
its letter, and believed that, in the refusal to re- | 
ceive petitions, a constitutional right was invaded. 
n, we owe it to ourselves, to our duty, and 

to the prejudices and feelings of the people, that 
se petitions should be received. So far as 
to the Union had been spoken of, he did 

not eo to be apprehended. He 








| Mr. G, said he was informed that an editor 
| was present who had, a few days previously, 

ublished a vile falsehood, saying that he had 

en expelled from Congress for presenting reso- 
| lutions to dissolve the Union; and he then called 
| public attention to this libel and slander. This 
editor had seen fit to publish the misrepresentation 
to which his colleague had referred, which was 
an unmitigated falsehood. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired whether his colleague 
had stated to the meeting that the letter was from 
Cassius M. Clay, and whether his colleague had 
ever contradicted the report in writing? 

Mr. GIDDINGS replied that he had stated to 
the meeting that it was from Cassius M. Clay, 
and that he expressly said that Henry Clay had 
never been called on as to these points; that when 
he firat saw the report, taken from the Richmond 
Enquirer, he had instantly written to the editor, 
stating these facts; and this letter had been pnb- 
lished in that paper and others; and if his col- 
a had not seen it, the fault lay not on him- 
self. 


Mr. A. V. BROWN observed, he was a little 
afraid that the indulgence he had extended to the 










| 


|| gentleman from Ohio had resulted as any indul- 


gence to abolition petitions would. The gentle- 
man had asked for only two minutes, and had 
taken five; and.he was afraid that when they 


Mr. GIDDINGS asked him to yield him the || yielded to these Abolitionists what they now so 


| eoeeenny contended for—the right of petition— 


| 


1 
| 
' 
} 


; | they woul 
Mr. A. V. BROWN replied that the gentleman || 


not be content to stop there, but would 
go on asking for more and more indulgences, 


| until they succeeded in accomplishing their ob- 
i jects. 


His object in addressing the House now was, 


|| not for effect abroad, but to have some effect in 


|| the House, and contribute, if possible, something 
|| towards the settlement of this delicate and per- 
|| plexing question. He was in favor of committing 


z ? || this report; not because it did not contain the 2ist 
The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that || rule, but because it contained no rule at all to 


|| govern their proceedings on abolition 


etitions, 


s || There was a time when there was no rule on this 
Mr. A. V. BROWN then yielded the floor, | 


| subject; but what time was it? It was when the 
|| fell spirit of fanaticism had never invaded this 
|| Hall; but since it had begun to infest the land, 


t ____ || these petitions came in in such numbers, that, 
Mr. GIDDINGS said he was under an obliga- || with the size of that body, there were not mem- 
|| bers enough to act on them as the petitioners de- 


pounded and he should respond to it with pleasure. || sired. ‘There was, therefore, a necessity for some 


In the latter part of September last, he said he | 


rule to govern therr action on them, though some 


| gentlemen told them that they could do without 


mostly of that class who were called the liberty || rules; that two hundred and twenty men, having 


In the course of his remarks, he endeav- || to act every day on the important business of the 


|| country, could, at the same time, act consistently 


| adopted the 2lst rule. 


|, and understandingly on these petitions, without 


|| the constitutional rights of the people of the free || any rule at all. In former times, the House dis- 


|, posed of this subject by resolutions. They had 
| was one of the objections of these men that south- | 


the Patton resolution, the Pinckney resolution, 
and the Atherton resolutions; and, finally, they 
At that time they were 
told by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 


|| Adams,] by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gid- 
|| dings,] by John C. Clark, by Seth M. Gates, and 


\| other 


bolitionists on that floor—what? Why, 


|| they proclaimed eternal opposition to that rule, not 
|, because they favored or opposed the objects they 
|| had in view, but because, as they contended, it 


| 


was an abridgement of the great right of petition. 
What did they now hear? What did they hear 


| from those they called their friends? men who 
|, would go with them in sustaining the great com- 


He then read the letter; and, on acall for || 


promises of the Constitution; who loved that 


| Instrument, and were ready to stand or fall by 


its 


The SPEAKER here informed the gentleman 





|, that the morning hour had expired. 


| 
i 
} 


Mr. SAUNDERS moved to suspend the rules 


i to allow Mr. Brown to go on with his remarks. 
|| He wished this debate to be brought to a close., 
i] 
|| and nays; but a sufficient number not rising to 


; || sustain the call, the 
ventit. It seemed to him that the best way of || devotion to his country, he had no doubt he | 


Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL called for the yeas 


were not ordered. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked if the motion 


|, did not require a two-third vote to sustain it? 


| 
it 

i 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL then called for tellers; 
but the call was not sustained. 
‘ On taking the question, the ayes were 73, noes 
1. 
So the rules were not suspended, there not 
being a majority of two thirds. 


LIST OF CLAIMANTS. 


The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the report of the Secretary of 


| the Treasury, communicating the names of par- 


ties entitled, and the amount respectively due of 
the old funded and unfunded debt, payable on 
presentation under the resolution of the House 
of 7th January last; the pending question being 
on the motion to print. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON observed that since this 
subject was up last, he had been to the Treasury 
Department, were he had been informed by the 
proper officer—— 

r. BARNARD here raised the question of 
order, that the resolutions which were laid over 
on notice of debate, had the priority over this 


report. 
The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 
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} 
a 
fa 
a 
§ 
% 
@ 
a 
i 
oa 
i 
£5 


e 








114 


‘Mr. C JO H NSON resumed. 


of the United States acted as commissioner of | 
loans, they had the possession of all the books | 
containing the record of these claims, and the | 
officers were of opinion that somebody had got | 
possession of the names of the claimants, and was | 
using the record. It would, therefore, benefit the 
claimants to have the names published, He pro- | 
posed, however, to refer the matter to the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means,‘to inquire and report 
what restrictions, if any, might be necessary in 
the publication. 

The report was then referred to the Commit- 


printed. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury: 

Treasury DerartMent, January 5, 1844. 

Sir: TI have the honor to transmit the annual report of | 
the Solicitor of the Treasury, in relation to the arduous | 
duties with which he ischarged. It will be found to con- 
tain very usetul information, and some most valuable sug- 
gestions for the better management of the property which 
the United States has acquired, and hereafter may acquire, 
upon sales under executions in their favor, as well as upon 
other subjects of great interest. 

J. C. SPENCER. 


Hon. J. W. Jones, Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Also, a letter from the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, transmitting, in compliance with the 
act of Congress, his annual report of the manner 
in which all appropriations-for the public build- 
ings and grounds have been applied; which re- 

ort was referred to the Committee on Public 
3uildings and Grounds. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of War, stat- 
ing that he had examined and audited the accounts 
of the legal representatives of Captain S. Skin- 
ner, deceased; and transmitting the report of the 
Third Auditor of the Treasury upon that subject; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, a letter from the Mayor of Alexandria, 
transmitting a copy of a preamble and resolutions 


of the Common Council of Alexandria, relating || 


to the Bank of Potomac and Farmers’ Bank of 
that city; which was referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

GENERAL JACKSON’S FINE. 


On the motion of Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. Davis, of Indiana, in the chair,) 
and proceeded with the consideration of the bill to 


refund the fine imposed on General Jackson by | 


Judge Hall at New Orleans. 

Mr. WELLER said, when this bill was first 
introduced, the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Barnarp,} who, it seems, had lashed himself 
into a rage, announced that the 

ass an actin direct violation of the Constitution, 
But that they should not do it without being in- 
formed of the fact. Now, it was exceedingly for- 
tunate for the majority on that floor that they 
could have the opinion of a learned gentleman 
from New York; that ‘*a Daniel had come to judg- 
ment;’’ and that the schoolmaster was abroad in 
the land. The gentleman from New York had 
spent a large portion of his hour—and he hoped, 
now, the House was satisfied that there was some 
rood reason for the passage of the hour rule—in 
iy effort to prove chat the Constitution did not 

ermit General Jackson to proclaim martial law. 
‘vhy, who ever pretended that it did? The 
friends of this bill placed its justification on the 
law of necessity. 
was an act for which General Jackson was re- 


sponsible to the country, if the circumstances by | 
which he was surrounded were not a sufficient | 
justification; and in order to decide the question | 


whether General Jackson acted right or wrong, 
it was unjust to argue what the circumstances 
were by which he was surrounded at the time to 
which this bill related. Now, what was the po- 


sition of General Jackson at that time? He had | 
been informed, previous to going to New Orleans, | 
by the Governor of the State of Louisiana, that | 
disaffection existed among the citizens of New | 


He had learned || 
of the Treasury Department, that whilst the Bank |! 


tee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 


| 


were about to I] 


“he declaration of martial law || 


| ily then resided in Philadelphia. 
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naturalized citizens of that city applied for exemp- | 
tion from service in the American army—citi- | 
zens, too, some of whom held high office under 
the government of the State of Louisiana. And | 
after General Jackson arrived in the city of New | 


Orleans, he found placards in the public places of || 
the city, calling upon and invoking one portion |, 


of the population to a servile insurrection. 

It was well known that this disaffection, which 
had been spoken of by the Governor, existed, to | 
a great extent; and having been placed on his 
guard against this disaffection, after having been | 
| called upon by the public men of the city of New | 
Orleans, and invoked to proclaim martial law; 

then, and not till then, did he take the responsi- 
bility of that step. He placed his destiny on the 
circumstances that surrounded him, and relied on 


the American people. It was now contended that 
by that act General Jackson was guilty of a 
usurpation. Yes, after he had been called upon 


/in danger; when he acted upon their directions, 
| and declared martial law, it had been attributed 
to him that he acted with tyranny. If, then, the 
circumstances justified him in proclaiming mar- 
| tial law, it became necessary for General Jackson 
| to disobey the writ of habeas corpus for the main- 
tenance of discipline in his camp. And the ne- 


manifest, the only question was, the necessity of 
continuing martial law up to the 13th of March. 


_day which brought this rumor brought an addi- 
tional letter from the Secretary of War ordering 
|General Jackson to add to his army two addi- 
tional regiments. General Jackson, anxious to 
| save the lives of his own people, as well as of the 
enemy, made a proposition to the British com- 
manding officer to suspend hostilities, but that 
proposition was rejected. General Jackson was, 
| therefore, compelled to maintain his position until 
| he was relieved by official intelligence. 
But after his victory at New Orleans, when all 
‘classes of the people were pouring forth their 


/up as the vindicator of the law, who asserted 
that the Constitution had been violated? Who 
| denounced General Jackson as atyrant anda 
/usurper? Was itan American? Was it a man 


them for his justification, knowing that if he was | 
wrong, he was damned forever in the opinion of | 
1 ment why it should not be passed now, 


by the public men of New Orleans—by many of || 
the holders and owners of property which was | 


cessity of the proclamation of martial law being || 


It was true, that a rumor reached New Orleans | 
that a peace had been agreed upon; but the same | 


gratitude to that man as their savior, who rose | 
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bestow it upon a widow. That was no Violatio, 
of law at all. The Senate of the United Sian 
| also voted Foam to the Massachusetts milits 
| that refused to fight in the last war. That te 
/no violation of the Constitution. The Senate of 
| the United States could also report a bill—fo, 
went no further—to pay the heirs of old Iga, 
Hull some two or three thousand dollars—he who 
treacherously surrendered an American army int, 
the hands of the British—he meant General Hy). 
everybody knew him—and there was no violation 
of law in that. "But now, when a propositio, 
was made to refund a fine unjustly imposed oy 
General Jackson, the very persons who did theg 
things woke up and talked about violations of the 
| Constitution; but God save that instrument, jf; 
fell into the hands of such men! Well, noy 
they had been asked why this bili had not bee, 
passed before; and that was urged as an ary. 
| would reply that this question was never agitated 
\| in this Hall, until calle opinion had been set jy 
motion by the people. There was no movemen 
on the part of politicians to make political capi 
out of the refunding of this fine, until the people 
in the different States acted upon this Hous. 
But they were to be told now by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. manent) that the object 
| of this bill was to make political capital, and tha 
it was not passed alone to redeem the fame of 
|| General Jackson. The gentleman said this had 
not been done before, because they did not care 
about it, and that it had all been an afterthought, 
He also said: 

“ You were then rich, strong, and proud ; your political 
capital was at ‘ the flood,’ and you needed the aid of no 
such humbugs. You are now poor, bankrupt, humble, 
timid ; and, like drowning men, you are catching at straws.” 
|| This was one of the most remarkable discoy. 
eries of the age. The gentleman from Tennesse 
| had found out that the Democratic party was bank- 
rupt; but where did he find its evidence? In the 
popular elections which had taken place in the 
different States of this Union? Was it in the 
complexion of this House? Did the gentleman 
remember that, at the extra session of Congress, 
his party had a majority of near forty-five, while 
now, under the operation of the ‘* sober second 
thought of the people,”’ the Democratic majority 
was sixty or seventy on this floor? Where, then, 
; was the evidence that they were bankrupt? De- 
| mocracy dead! No, it never dies. It might be 

ut down for atime. They might prostrate the 





it 








born on her soil? A man through whose veins 
| circulated American blood? No, sir; it was an 
| Englishman. It was a man borne in the same 
country which sent forth that army which Gen- 
| eral Jackson defeated. 

Mr. BARNARD requested the gentleman from 
| Ohio to state his authority for calling Judge Hall 


‘| an Englishman. 


Mr. WELLER said this was his authority: 
the declaration had been made, and never contra- 
| dicted; it was also stated on this floor a few days 

since by the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Su- 
DELL,] who, he presumed, was familiar with the 
history of Judge Hall. 

Mr. BARNARD said if the gentleman from 
| Ohio would permit him, he would state that an 
old and respectable inhabitant of this city, with 

whom he was acquainted, knew Judge Hall when 
| he was in college in Pennsylvania, at about the 
age of sixteen years, and knew also that his fam- 
That gentle- 
| man, he was also informed, was acquainted with 
| Judge Hall to the time of his death. 

Mr. WELLER said this might bé true, and 
yet it did not prove that Judge Hall was a native 
citizen of the United States; nor were any of the 
yarties concerned in the contest with General 
a a at that time—neither Hall, nor Morell, 
nor Martin, nor Louallier—natives of the United 

| States. It came then to this: that the American 
|| Constitution was to be vindicated exclusively by 
foreigners. This British judge was to become 
| the vindicator of American law. This, he con- 
fessed, was to him a remarkable circumstance. 

But who had they here in opposition to this 
bill? The gentleman from New York [Mr. Bar- 
NARD] stood in the front, to proclaim that to pass 





Orleans. He was so informed by a man who 
was in a position to understand the feelings and 
opinions of the people; and it is a fact already 


spread on the page of history, that many of the || take $25,000 from the national Treasury, and 


| this bill to refund the fine to General Jackson, 


1 would be a violation of the law and Constitution. 
Why, in the last Congress, that gentleman could 






|| leaders of the party—those who stood prominent 
| in the ranks; but Democratic principles can never 
be destroyed; they were principles which liberalize 
|| the feelings, and expand the heart; and make man 
|| what God intended him to be—His noblest work. 
|| Democracy was founded on eternal and immu 
\| ble truth; and 
| “Truth crush’d to earth will rise again.” 
| 


No, no; let not the gentleman from Tennessee 
* Lay that flattering unction to his soul.” 


|| Democracy dead or bankrupt! The gentlemaa 
| fom Tennessee would find them in the field befor 
'| this year had rolled over them, fighting as ga 
| lantly, but more successfully than they fought it 
‘| 1840. On their flag the same principles would 
'| be inscribed; and under that flag they would rally 
| with as much energy and perseverance as ther 

| fathers fought when they shook off the yoke o 

‘colonial bondage. Let not the gentlemen thet 
| suppose that the Democratic party were bank- 


| 
| 


| rupt, 

| Bat there were some other remarkable things 
|| in the speech of the gentleman from Tennesse, 
] who was peculiarly the Representative of the dit 
trict in which the old hero resides. That gentle 
| man came into this Hall and said the refunding 
of this fine would take away from General Jack 
‘| son the brightest of his military honors; and y# 
'| the gentleman from Tennessee, while profess! 

|| to be a friend of General Jackson, said he w 
vote for this bill. 

Mr. PEYTON explained. 

Mr. WELLER. They were told that thos 
who were advocating the passage of this bill wet 
merely the pretended friends of General Jacksot: 

| and yet it was said by the same gentleman, (a 
| said in a very conciliatory manner,) if the frien¢ 
of General Jackson want to give him $1,000," 
God’s name let them do it. Bat General Jackson 
is no beggar. Thank God, he has enough of tt 


| 
| 
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necessaries of life to sustain him during the re- | 
mainder of his days. 
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ordinary citizen would do. There was nothing H 
| disrespectful in his conduct. He asked that his 


From the language of the gentleman from Ten- | answer might be received; but this vindicator of 
nessee, it might be supposed that General Jack- || the law, this British expounder of the American 
son was a vagabond, a beggar, knocking at our | Constitution, refused to permit it. The fine was 
doors, and asking for a pension, a bounty, ora |) imposed. Where was the exhibition of tyranny? 

ratuity. Sir, that is not the ground on which || Did he make any resistance? No, sir; on the con- 


we demand the restitution of the fine. General | 
Jackson asks nothing from your charity; he asks 
nothing but justice—that justice which the veriest | 
criminal has a right to demand. And when does 
he ask this? Now, when he is no longer in the 
litical arena; no longer in the way of the gen- | 
tlemen, (for he has been in their way a long time.) || 
Now, when he has reached the age of threescure || 
and ten, and is about to pass to “that bourne 
whence no traveler returns,” he asks that we do 
him the justice to wipe out the stain which has 
so long rested upon him in consequence of the || 
imposition of that fine. Yes, there stands the 
veteran, with one foot in the grave, and asks the | 
American people to do him the justice to wipe | 
out the disgrace. Where is the voice that will || 
refuse it? It is the gentleman from New York 
who refuses it. This, sir, is not an exhibition of 
his patriotism or of his affection for the man whom 
he professes to venerate. 

(The gentleman from Tennessee Mr. Peyton} | 
regards this as an effort on the part of the Dem- 
ocratic majority here to invoke the influence of |) 
General Jackson in the coming contest. Is the || 
influence of the venerable hero, who stands upon 
the verge of the grave, then, of such importance 
that the gentleman dreads to lose it? 

Mr. PEYTON said he would inform the gen- 
tleman, that as regarded any fear which he en- 
tertained personally, he had as little of it as the 
rentleman himself; but if he meant political fear, 

e would say to him that no longer ago than in 
the late canvass he went to the very door of the 
Hermitage, and there encountered his opposition. 
He feared him not, 

Mr. WELLER. Well, sir, much as I respect 
the moral courage of the gentleman, I cannot say 
I have aa high regard for this exhibition of his 
patriotism. The gentleman from Tennessee also 
old us that, like hyenas, we had descended to the 
rave of Judge Hall, and exhumed his bones. 

ho introduced the name of Judge Hall? Sir, 
it was the gentleman from Georgia. He told 
you that Judge Hall was entitled to as much re- 
verence for his exhibition of moral courage, as 

eneral Jackson was for the victory which he 
achieved. : 

Mr.STEPHENSsaid the gentleman had some- 
what misstated the language used by him. He 
had instituted no comparison between the respect- 
ive merits of General Jackson and Judge Hall. 
What he had said, was, that the judge displayed 
much moral firmness. 5 

Mr. WELLER. My only object in alluding | 
othis, isto show that the name of Judge Hall was || 
not introduced here by the advocates of this bill, || 
but by the gentleman from Georgia himself; 
though ithas been imputed to us that, hyena-like, || 
we had descended to the grave for the purpose of || 
faring up the carcass of Judge Hall. Sir, his || 
own political friends have called him up here, as 

man entitled to the thanks of the nation for his 
moral courage and firmness; and being presented 

ere, we are compelled to examine into his con- 
luctand motives. As to the imposition of the 
ine, and the peculiar circumstances attending that 

Transaction, do not now propose tospeak. Itis || 
nough for me to say, that, at that time General | 
ackson was known to be in indigent circum- 

ances; that he lived in Tennessee in the most 
humble manner; and the imposition of the fine of 
‘0 large an amount shows conclusively that Judge 
Hall was actuated by other considerations than 
those maintaining the supremacy of the laws. 
¢ whole history of the transaction shows that 
the judge was actuated, not by eer but by 
e 


, © Worst passions that ever actuated human 
eart. 





| 





Sir, | have heard gentlemen upon this floor be- 
stow high eulogiums upon the judge; but let the 
‘story of his conduct decide the question whether 
© was the pure patriot he is represented or not. 
ow, what are the evidences of that tyranny 


i usurpation which are attributed to General 
reg od for I have heard all these beautiful epi- 

ets bestowed upon him. When he was ar- 
raigned, he quietly tendered his answer as an 


{ 
} 


trary, he restrained the fury of the populace, who 


|| were infuriated at the treatment he had received. 


| Sir, it is not necessary I should bestow any eulo- 


gium on General Jackson. His acts have been 


| judged by the American people, and they have 


_ of Congress who will arrest the progress of the. 


decided that the fine shall be restored. It may not 


| be done by this Congress; for the gentleman has 


warned us that there isa party in the other branch 


bill. But if it do not pass now, you may rely on 
it the day is not far distant when this act of jus- 
tice will be done. You may disregard public 


| opinion now; you may turn a deaf ear to the voice 


of the people, which is thundering in your ears; 


| but this stain shall be wiped out; you cannot pre- 


| ble daring on the field of battle will be inscribed 


upon his tomb. You may rely upon it that, when 


| the — of this country comes to be written || 
istory will do him the justice which || 


out, that 


you deny him. He stands renowned amid his 
countrymen, 


* The noblest Roman of them all.’’ 


Nature may stand up and say, “ this is a man.”’ 


Such a man cannot be injured by any declamation || ¥ shall not go back twenty-five years to cast 


here. 
Sir, I have already consumed more time than I | 
intended, though I have, in a very desultory man- | 


ner, presented this question to the House. We || 


are now upon the eve of the anniversary of the 
important victory at New Orleans. 
I should desire that this bill should pass this 
branch of Congress before that anniversary 

The hour having expired, 


Mr. DICKINSON next obtained the floor and } 


said: The bill that is under consideration pro- 


poses to restore a fine imposed by a Louisiana || 


judge upon a Tennessee general; and beinga Ten- | 
nessee man, I desire to make a very few remarks | 


in regard to it. The gentleman from Louisiana || 


remarked that this ought not to be a party ques- | 
tion; that men of candor and uprightness ought | 
not, when the restitution of a fine to a hero is to | 


sentiment; and to know whether we shall do our- | 
selves, and the Constitution, and the country | 
justice, let us take a very brief view of the ground 

upon which the judge acted. General Jackson at | 


New Orleans was surrounded by great difficul- |’ 
ties. He thought then, at that moment of danger || 


with which the whole South was threatened, he | 
was justified in making New Orleans a military | 
camp. He made New Orleans his camp, and 
declared martial law. Judge Hall believed that 


| General Jackson had no power, under the Con- | 


stitution of the United States, to suspend the laws | 
by a declaration of martial law. When the writ | 
of habeas corpus was issued under the authority of | 


| the court, martial law being enforced, General | 


Jackson refused to regard it. General Jackson, | 
believing that the danger which threatened the | 
country was not yet at an end, continued to en- | 
force martial law, and disregarded the process of | 
the court. The judge was ordered to leave the | 
camp. It is said the judge was a coward. The 
gentleman from Louisiana who first addressed | 
the House, spoke as if a judge was expected al- | 
ways to have his gun and his knapsack; and if | 
he had not, he must be acoward. This seems | 
to me certainly a new principle. But how is it | 
further mpeuldins the judge isa coward? Gen- 
eral Jackson is ordered to appear before him. A 
Tennessee general, at the head of the Tennessee 
army, surrounded by his life-guards, idolized b 
the citizens of New Orleans, approached the judg- 
ment-seat; and what reception did he meet there? 
Was the judge a coward when he imposed a fine 
of a thousand dollars? Was he a coward for | 
upholding what he considered the authority of | 
the court? What was the conduct of Cicero un- | 
der similar circumstances? Did he not say— 


* Inter armis silent leges? 


LOBE. 


For myself, || 


|| they never would have 
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Was such the conduct of Judge Hall? No, 
sir; he uttered no such language; he imposed the 
fine. If this be cowardice, I hope that, as long 
as we have a Government, we may have such 


, cowards to sit upon the judicial bench. We have 


heard the gentleman from Louisiana declare that 
Judge Hall was an Englishman. But take it for 
granted that he was an Englishman: is there a 
gentleman upon this floor who believes that a 
man who has sworn allegiance to this country, 
because he happens to be an Englishman is neces- 
sarily a traitor in his heart—that he is always 
compelled to be a traitor? Is an Englishman 
more likely to be a traitor than a Frenchman or 


‘| a Scotchman? and has it been reserved for the 


gentleman from Louisiana to discover that an 
Englishman loves England more than a French- 
man loves France, or that a Scotchman loves the 
hills where Wallace fought? Is there any man 
who loves his country better than a Frenchman? 


| Is there a man who loves the warriors of his 


| country better? Does not every Frenchman de- 
vent its final passage. General Jackson is too || 


| strongly incorporated in the affections of the 
| American people to be affected by anything which 
|; can be said here. The record of his deeds of no- 


light to dwell upon the exploits of Bonaparte, 


| more than an Englishman upon those of Wel- 


lington? Does the fact of Judge Hall being an 
Englishman render him less fit to discharge the 
duues of his office than if he had been a French- 
man? 

Dr. Linn, the lamented Senator from Missouri, 
| put the question, in my opinion, on its true 
/ground. He was certainly a sincere friend of 


|| General Jackson. He did not think it was neces- 
|| sary to make Judge Hal! calpable—to heap abuse 


on him in order to justify General Jackson. That 
is a question for posterity to examine. I hope 


obloquy on the fame of a man who has left no 
relatives to defend him, whether he was a native 
of England or America. General Jackson’s fame 
| was not in need of the support which that would 
give it. But the gentleman who last addressed 
the House said that my colleague had represented 
General Jackson as a beggar. I did not under- 
| stand him as intending such an expression. All 
| who know General Jackson, know that neither 
his circumstances in life, nor his feelings, will 
allow him to be presented before the country as 
|abeggar. My colleague opposes the measure 
upon the same ground with myself—on account 
of its containing a censure on the judge. We 
are willing to vote fora restitution of the fine, 





| without imputing blame to any one. The Gov- 
| ernment has received the money ros years 


|| ago; and, in my opinion, it ought to 
be made, to suffer their party feelings to control || “wat : we : \- 


their votes. Mr. Chairman,I reciprocate that || 


e restored. 

Sir, | understand the movement of the very 
sagaciousand adroit gentleman who last addressed 
the House. He is one of the most adroit politi- 
cians on this floor. Why is he so anxious on 


|| this subject? Whyis he so anxious to eulogize 


| General Jackson, unless he wishes to interpose 
| the name of that illustrious man between the two 
parties in this country? He knows that that 
| name is a tower of strength, and that without it 
een able to raise Mr. 
| Van Buren to the presidential chair. I can tell 
the gentleman from Ohio that his artifice is in 
vain. He will find that itisa worn-out trick. I 


|| trust that the gentlemen on both sides who are 


anxious that the fine should be restored, will vote 
against all amendments, and in favor of the bill 
as introduced by the gentleman from Pennsylva- 


|| nia, 


j 

| Ifthe gentleman from Ohio wanted todo honor 
| to General Jackson, he thanked him from his 
| heart for it; because, in doing so, he honored the 
soldier of his own native land; and with him; 
hundreds of his constituents, who shared with 
him in the glory of all his battles. There was 
not a congréssional district in the United States 
which numbered among its citizens more of Gen- 





|| eral Jackson’s soldiers than his; and yet they 


were opposed to Mr. Van Buren and his sub- 
Treasury in 1840, and would oppose him more 
effectually in the coming elections of 1844. He 
hoped that the friends of the bill would not put 
in it an amendment censuring Judge Hall; for if 
they did, he would vote against it, though he was 
anxious to vote for it as originally reported. He 
believed that if the bill went to the Senate as it 
| was, it would pass and become the law of the 
| land; but if ae amended it with any censure of 
| the judge, he did not believe that it could pass 
that body. 7 
The friends of General Jackson had it in their 
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power to show him to posterity in an attitude as 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


glorious to him as that of victor at New Orleans. | 


They could show him to posterity, teaching, by 
his example, the lesson, that the military wassub- 
ordinate to the civil authority. They might rely 
on it, they never could make anything by thrust- 
ing General Jackson forward in the next presi- 
dential contest. They would find thatthe people 
would regard such an attempt as an insult to their 
understandings. Such had been the case in Ten- 
nessee. The attempt to make political capital 
there out of General Jackson’s services, for the 

urpose of sustaining Mr. Van Buren, had sig- 
nally failed. He would tell gentlemen that it was 
a worn-out trick; that they would not be able, 
with all their skill, to hide the fox of New York 
in the mane of the lion of Tennessee. 

Mr. DOUGLAS observed that when this bill 
was introduced by the learned gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. C. J. Incersoui,| he had 
hoped that it would be permitted to pass without 
debate, and without amendment; but the charac- 
ter of the amendment submitted by the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Steruens,] and the debate 
that had taken place on that amendment, and on 
the original bill, had been so extraordinary as to 
justify and require the friends of the bill to go 
into the discussion of the whole subject. For one, 
he was not prepared to shrink from any question 
connected with the subject; nor was he prepared 
to admit the correctness of the imputations cast 
on the supporters of the measure by gentlemen 
who had spoken in opposition to it. It had been 
stigmatized as an afier-thought or party trick, as 
a humbug, as an attempt to make political capital 
for the next presidential election 

Mr. DICKINSON here explained, that if the 
gentleman alluded to him, he had confined his 
remarks to the speeches and not to the bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS thought a fair construction 


_ it became necessary to sink a vessel, he was au- 


| to beexercised when necessary, and which ceased 


| the power under which General Jackson declared 


go into the history of all the oceurrences of that 


his remarks to the speeches made in support of | 


the bill; but there were other gentlemen who did 
not, and who attacked the bill itself. 


cerity of those who advocate the passage of this 
bill. We have been told that we are the pretended 


| and the whole population of the city deemed it 


friends of General Jackson; and that those who | 


take the opposite ground are his real friends. Yet, 
in the very next breath, we find them denouncing 
him as a violator of the Jawand the Constitution, 
and as having trampled on the rights of the judi- 
ciary. Heapplied these remarks to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Peyron,] so far as he im- 
puted to a majority of the House the introduction 
of a humbug—so far as he asserted that it was a 


“x a design for the purpose of procuring po- 
i 


tical capital for the next presidential election. 


Mr. PEYTON asked leave to explain. If the 


ene would recollect the commencement of | 
1 


|—this pure patriot—did he not understand the 

} . . . 

| Constitution and laws, when he advised the gen- 

| eral to declare martial law? Did he deem that his 

| advice to the general was to trample on the laws? 
Was he perfidious when he gave such advice? 

| Was he laying a trap for General Jackson to en- 


is remarks, the other day, he would find that 1] 
he professed his wish to vote for the bill, and || 
alluded to the speeches and action on it here asa || 
humbug, and as a design to obtain political cap- || 


ital, &c. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he alluded to the speeches 
of gentlemen on the other side, when he charac- 
terized them as humbugs and as a political de- 
sign; for the gentlemen professed to be friends of 
General Jackson, while they were casting oblo- 

uy on his name. Well might the old hero say, 
God deliver me from my friends, if their friend- 
ship is such as this. 

Mr. D. insisted that this bill was brought for- 
ward in good faith, as an act of justice—justice 
to General Jackson as well as to the American 
people. To refuse to pass it would be an act of 
the grossest injustice to the American people, and 
would stamp them with incratitude totheir bravest 
defender. He was not one to admit that General 
Jackson violated the Constitution, or the law, at 
New Orleans. 
He insisted that the general rightfully performed 
every act that his duty required, and that his right 
to declare martial Jaw, and enforce it, resulted 
from the same source, and rested on the same 

panera thatthe gentleman from New York 
Mr. Barnarp] asserted—from which Judge Hall 
derived the authority to punish for contempt, 


without trial, without witnesses, without jury, | 


and without anything but his own arbitrary will. 


for contempt was not conferred by the statute or 
by the common law, but was inherent in every 


| tial law, it was his duty to execute it, and Judge 


| him to know that General Jackson, who was the 
vequired him to say that the gentleman confined || 


| was sufficient for him to know that the Governor 
He then |! 


hurled back on them any imputations on the sin- || 


| for it? 
he thought it was thé general’s duty to declare 
| martial law, or that he was a false, perfidious en- 


I] judicial tribunal and legislative body; and he cited 


the authority of the Supreme Court to support || 
the assertion. He said that this power was ne- | 
cessary to the courts, to enable them to perform 
the duties which the laws intrusted to them, and 
arose from the necessity of the case. Now, it | 
was from the same source that the power to de- 
clare martial law was derived—its necessity in 
time of war for the defense of the country. The 
defense of the lives and liberties of the people, as 
well as their property, being all intrusted to the 
discretion of the commanding general, it became 
his duty to declare martial law, if the necessity 
of the case required it. If it became necessary || 
to blow up a fort, he was authorized to do it; if | 
existence of that necessity. It was the first law 
of nature which authorized a,man to defend his | 
own person and his wife and his children at all | 
hazards. It was that law which authorized this | 


body to repel aggression and insult, and protect | 
itself in the exercise of its legislative functions; || 


and it was that law which authorized courts of 
| 
| 
i 


thorized to do it; and if it became necessary to 
burn a city, he was authorized to do it. The ne- 
cessity of the case was the law to govern him; 
and he, on his responsibility, must judge of the 


justice to defend themselves and punish for con- 
tempts. He acknowledged that this was a high- 
handed and despotic power—one that was only 


when the necessity no longer existed, Such was 


martial law at New Orleans. 
On this part of the subject he did not intend to 


period; they had been detailed in a most faithful 
and interesting manner by the gentleman from 
Louisiana, [Mr. Sueru.}] It was sufficient for 


commanding general, deemed it necessary to de- 
clare martial law in order to defend the city. It 


and Legislature of the State deemed it necessary. 
It was sufficient for him to know that the courts 


necessary; and it was sufficient for him to know 
that this immaculate Judge Hall himself deemed 
itnecessary. Ay, sir, did not this profound judge 


snare him? Was it in good faith, first to advise 
him to declare martial law, and then punish him 
One of two things was true: either that 


emy, seeking to betray him. ‘The most charita- 
ble conclusion was, that Judge Hall did believe 
that martial law was necessary; and seeing the 
near approach of the Enemy; seeing the traitors 
in the camp, and seeing the impending danger, 
did advise the general to declare martial law. 
Then, what right had he to arrest the execution 
of it? If the general had the right to declare mar- 





Hall had no right to arrest the execution of it. 


| Batlet us take another view of the subject. Gen- || 


i] 


| 
| 


| 


| tlemen in this discussion had assumed, with much || 


boldness, that the judgment rendered by Judge 
Hall was a legal one, and in conformity with the 
strictest rules of justice. Now, let us examine, 
and see if it be so. In the limited time allowed 
him, he would not, on this part of the subject, 


question the power of the judge to punish for 


( at his own arbitrary will and discretion, without 
He denied that he violated either. | 


contempt. He would not for the sake of argu- 
ment, question the power of the judge to punish, 
trial, without witnesses, &c. He would concede 
the position that the judge had the right to pun- 
ish for contempt; and then he would contend that 
he had no right, in this case, to render that judg- 


| ment, and that the judgment was illegal. 


Now, he took this ground: that the declaration 
of martial law of itself was no contempt of the 
court; and if it was illegal, it was a crime for 
which the general was responsible to a court- 


| 

; 7 

| martial, or to the civil courts; but the law of 
The gentleman asserted that the power to punish || 


contempts could not reach him. Then did Gen- 


eral Jackson do any act that amounted to a con- 


tempt? Certainly not. We are told that he arrest. |! 


GLOBE. 


| the general course of legislation. é 
corded hfs vote against this bill, stigmatized the 
| character and affixed a stain on the fair fame of 


| exception ? 


January ¢ 


ed the Frenchman Louallier and confined hin ; 
prison; but if he did anything wrong in that ae 
(which Mr. D. would not admit,) he was ar 
liable to indictment, or an action for false imprie 
onment; but there was no contempt of cour ;, 
thatact. Then asto the arrest and imprisons, 


of Judge Hall himself. There was no contem,, 


of court in that act; for when the arrest was 


weg ; Made 
Judge Hall was not sitting in court, but ; 


Was a 


| his lodgings as a private citizen. No one eq, 
| pretend thatif a judge of one of our courts is 
| assaulted or otherwise maltreated in the stree, 


he can go and open his court, and then summp, 
the party before him, and try him for contemp, 
In such a case, a judge must seek redress like any 
other private ciuzen. General Jackson, the,,. 
fore, in arresting Judge Hall, subjected himgi 
if the act was illegal, to indictment for the fajs, 
imprisonment of a citizen, but by no means ey. 
dered himself liable for a contempt of court. By 
they were told that the real point was the refis,) 
of the general to obey the writ of habeas cory 
for Louallier. Now, it must be borne in ming 
that that writ was issued on the 5th, and wa 
returnable on the 6th, at eleven o’clock, but j; 
was never shown to or seen by General Jacksoy 
till after the hour at which it was returnable. 
The writ was therefore a nullity—it was dead, 
and it was impossible for the general to obey 
or answer it when it was shown, for it was 
then no longer of any force whatever. The 
general, however, on being brought before th 
court, submitted his answer on oath, and in which 
he purged himself of the contempt according to 
law; but the judge, ina most arbitrary and ty. 
rannical manner, refused to receive the paper, and 
entered the judgment against him. If the refusal 
to obey the writ of habeas corpus was a contempt, 
still the general purged himself by oath, that jt 
had never come to his knowledge till after it was 
returnable. 

General Jackson did it in this case, and the 
statement was not contradicted; and still the fine 
was illegally imposed. He was willing to stake 
this case on the mere question of law, and he de- 


| fied any lawyer, with the aid of all the technical- 
| ities that could be resorted to in the case, to show 


that General Jackson was guilty of a contempt 


| within such a meaning as would properly subject 


him to the fine that was imposed. Some gentle- 
men had discussed this question as if the very 
declaration of martial law itself was a contempt; 


| but he defied them to point out a single distinet 


fact which amounted to a contempt. But let that 
pass. 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. Barwano] 


had pronounced this bill unprecedented. He had 
| said (and others had said so too) that it was an 
| attempt to set aside a decision of a court of jus- 
| tice, and to repudiate its sanctity and authority 
| in an unprecedented manner. 
| cedented? It might be unprecedented to remits 


But was it unpre- 


fine for declaring martial law; for the imposition 


| of such a fine was unprecedented. They had been 
| told that martial law had been declared by Gen- 
| eral Wilkinson, and yet no punishment was 10- 


flicted for that. It had also been done on the shores 


| of the lakes by General Gaines; and he had no 
| doubt that it had been done by others, without 
any fine being imposed; and hence no fine had 


been refunded. But were bills refunding fines and 
penalties and assessments and damages, imposed 
on military commanders, unprecedented ? A 


| would take the pains to look through the speecc 
| of the'late candid and sincere Dr. Linn, of whom 
| no one could speak but with respect, they would 


find many cases, commencing in the last century 
and coming down to the present time, in which 


| bills of this kind had been passed. That had 
| been the settled and the uniform policy of this 
| Government; and the question now was, whether 


the hero of New Orleans should be excepted from 
Whoever re- 


General Jackson, which Congress had uniformly 
refused to permit to remain on the character of 
other military and naval officers. And why this 
hy this unjust, this ignominious 
exception? Was there anything in the conduct 
of General Jackson at New Orleans that require 

that he should be made an exception? Was there 
a man on this floor that had the hardihood to s8y 
there was, and to impeach the motives, the pu 
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ye did at New Orleans? Was there a man 
hase that would pretend to deny the necessity for 
the exercise of that high summary authority to 
which General Jackson was compelled to resort ? 
Was there a man there who would pretend that 
General Jackson did not save the city and the 
country and the laws and property of the citizens, 
by that very exercise of high authority ? 

“These things would not be questioned. The 
necessity and the glorious effects resulting from 
the course which that necessity prompted, were 
acknowledged by the whole country, and he 
would even say by the whole civilized world. 
Then, as far as. this bill was concerned, he cared 
not whether their acts were legal or illegal, He 
cared not whether General Jackson violated_the 
Constitution or not. Hecared not whether Gen- 
eral Jackson suspended all civil authority or not. 
If his acts were necessary to the defense of the 
country, that necessity was above all law. Gen- 
eral Jackson hazarded everything; he hazarded 
poth life and reputation on that a which might 
render him immortal if it saved the country, or, 
on the contrary, make him ignominious, and a 
pyword and a reproach; and the man that dared to 
do that deserved the protection and the plaudits 
of his country. He did not envy the feelings of 
that man who would get up and talk calmly and 
coolly, under such circumstances, about rules of 
court and technicalities of proceeding, and the 
danger of example, when the city might be in 
fames,and the utmost barbarity might be com- 
mitted! What were rules of court but mere cob- 
webs, when they found an enemy with his cannon 
at the doors of their courts, and when they saw 
the flames encircling the cupola? Talk then about 
rules of court and the formality of proceedings ! 
The man that would do this would fiddle while 
the Capitol was burning. [Sensation.] He en- 
vied not any man the possession of such stoical 
philosophy. Talk about illegality! Talk about 
formalities! Why, there was but one formalit 
to be observed; and that was the formality of di- 


recting the cannon, and destroying the enemy, 


regardless of the means, whether it be by the 
seizure of cotton bags, or the seizure of persons, 


ifthe necessity ofthe case required it. The God | 


of nature has conferred this right on men and na- 
tons; and therefore let him not be told that it was 


unconstitutional. ‘To defend the country, let him | 


not be told that it was unconstitutional to use the 
necessary means. The Constitution was adopt- 
ed for the protection of the country; and under 


that Constitution the nation had the right to ex- |) 


ercise all the powers that were necessary for the 
protection of the country. If martial law was ne- 
cessary to the salvation of the country, martial law 
was legal for that purpose. If it was necessary 
fora judge, for the preservation of order, to pun- 
ish for contempt, he thought it was necessary for 
ageneral to exercise a control over his cannon, 
to imprison traitors, and to arrest spies, and to in- 
tercept communications with the en¢my. If this 
was necessary, all this was legal. 

But the ground on which he placed the defense 
~and he denied that General Jackson did any 
ect which was not justified by rightful and legal 
tuthority—wasas high and sacred as that of self- 


defense. General Jackson did not exercise any | 


unnecessary arbitrary authority. He did not sus- 


pend the civil law, nor close the civil tribunals, | 


any further than was necessary for the carrying 
outof the military defense of the country. To this 
extent he did do it, and to this extent it was right 


that he should do it. In other respects, the civil | 


law and the courts were in full force. True, 
General Jackson would not allow them to com- 
municate with the enemy; but they could not sur- 
render aught to the enemy; he deprived them of 
the power to commit treason; buthe deprived them 
of no power that an honest man would desire to 
exercise. He imposed no restraint that any man 
devoted to the country would regret; and the men 
who instigated the proceedings against General 
Jackson were the men who skulked in the hour 
of danger. 

But he wished to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the conduct of General Jackson after 
hostilities had ceased. He wished the committee 
'o direct their attention to that closing scene, 
which showed the true character and purposes of 
‘he man. Whilst the British forces were on our 
vorders—whilst danger continued toexist—whilst 


| 
| 
i 
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and the fidelity of General Jackson, in any || treason remained in his camp—whilst there was 


no necessity to use exertion—he stood firm and 
undaunted, erect and ready to take any responsi- 
bility, and to defy any restraint; to face any au- 
thority or enemy, cither civil, or foreign, or mil- 
itary. But the moment the official news arrived 
that peace was declared—the moment the enemy 
retreated—the moment that danger ceased, and 
the necessity for the rigid exercise of his military 
authority ceased—he submitted to the civil tri- 
bunals; he went into the court, and there stood 


| erect and calm, preserved that order which the 


| judge himself could not preserve, and there sub- 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
j 


| 


| 
| 











mitted to punishment. Did not this fact of itself 
show that he never intended to violate the Con- 
stitution or the law? Did it not demonstrate the 
sacred reverence. and regard that he felt for the 
supremacy of law? If he were the despot he had 
been represented to be—if he were the arbitrary 
desperado he was represented—would he, whilst 
surrounded by a victorious army; whilst sur- 
rounded by the whole grateful population of the 
city; yes, whilst cheered on by the smiles and ap- 
probation of the ladies themselves, have submit- 
ted quietly to the exercise of that authority of the 
court? No; the desperado would not have done 
this; the lawless man, the arbitrary man, would 
never have done this; nothing but the wise, the 
discreet, the patriotic statesman and general could 
so suddenly have changed from the military hero 
to the humble citizen, and have submitted to the 
penalties of the law. 

Then, in view of these facts, he asked the House 


what pretext there was for voting against this | 


bill? Oh! it was said, it had the effect of accusa- 
tion against Judge Hall. Now, if there was any 
objection to that bill, it was that it did not contain 
a clause condemning and branding the judge as 
hedeserved, Nothing—nothing but General Jack- 
son, and his reverence for justice, protected that 


| judge from the decree of Judge Lynch. If Judge 


Ffall had lived in any other country than this, and 


| under any other Constitution than ours, his life 


would have paid the forfeit for his deeds. But he 
did not wish to comment on the conduct of that 


| judge. He had a proper regard for the memory 


of that judge and for the feelings of his friends, 
(if he had any,) and he could not but believe that 


| there was great impropriety on the part of a friend | 
| of that judge in inserting his name in this bill, and 


thereby reviving his memory. The name of Judge 
Hall had been thrust before them, and they were 
driven to look at his conduct and character in all 
their horrid deformity; and yet were they to be 
told, as they had been, that they had, hyena-like, 
dragged them from the grave. He regretted that 
they had been dragged from the grave, and that 
the memory of Judge Hall was destined to such 


| an immortality as was secured to it now. 


Mr. McCLERNAND rose to make a few re- 
marks in relation to the question before the House, 


| amidst much confusion, and an earnest desire that | 


the committee should rise, as the hour was getting 
late; he, however, said he should not detain the 
committee long, and was therefore desirous of 
proceeding then. He commenced by remarking, 


| so far as he could be heard amidst the confusion 
| that prevailed, that the Legislature of the State 


which he had the honor in part to represent, at 
its last session passed certain resolutions in favor 
of the passage of such a bill as this. Those res- 
olutions were transmitted by the Governor of 
Illinois to General Jackson himself, and in due 
time an answer was received from General Jack- 
son, in which he declared his respect for the Le- 
gislature of Illinois, and the kind consideration 
which had prompted the course which had been 
pursued. Copies of these resolutions were also 
transmitted to the Senators for that State, and its 
representatives in Congress, and they were laid 
before the two Houses; and as he was a member 


of the Legislature of Illinois at the time these res- | 
olutions were adopted, he felt himself compelled | 
to say a few words upon that subject which then | 


occupied the attention of the committee. 
.He, however, did not know that he could ad- 


vance the object which he had in view betterthan | 


by making some comments on the arguments of 
gentlemen who had preceded him, rather than by 
attempting to detail the circumstances of the case, 


and arguing thereon himself, for all the facts had || 
been fully debated already. The gentleman from | 


New York, [Mr. Barnwarp,] whose views on this 
subject struck him with more force than did 





those of any other gentleman on that side of the 

question, had asked, and significantly asked, why 

it was that this act of justice towards General 

Jackson had been neglected to this late day— 

why it had been permitted to slumber only to be 
| waked up on the eve of a presidential election ? 

When it was propounded, he was struck with 

the novelty, if not with the force of the question, 

‘* why the Congress of the United States had not 

before taken the matter into consideration, and 
done that act, which was as necessary for the 

vindication of the character of these United States 

as of General Jackson?’’ But for the exemplifi- 

cation of this subject, he found that the people 
' have been alive to this subject from the time the 
fine was inflicted to the present day; and, in re- 
spect to matters of this description, public opin- 
ion had always gone in advance of legislative 
action, and, in fact, in advance on all subjects 
affecting the justice of the policy of the Govern- 
ment of this country. 

The people of this country were in favor of the 
Declaration of Independence; they were glad of 
their deliverance from colonial bondage. The 
people of this country were also in favor of the 
last war; the people of this country called upon 
General Jackson to prostrate the United States 
Bank; and the people of this country are now 
ten years ahead of their rulers in respect to the 
occupation of Oregon, and in regard to all those 
_measures which affect the integrity, the honor, or 
the interests of this country. They have raised 
their voices, time and again; and whenever a 
have done so, they have made themselves heard. 
| The people of New Orleans, at the time the fine 
| was imposed, condemned it as illegal; they were 
| witnesses of the facts of the case, and they con- 
| demned the act. The whole country has approved 
|| of the conduct of General Jackson in the defense of 
| the city of New Orleans, and in the achievement 
_ of the glorious victory he there obtained over the 
| enemies of thiscountry. And the Legislature of 

the very State which the gentleman so ably rep- 

resents, passed resolves containing a high eulo- 
'gium upon General Jackson. Mr. Van Buren 
was the very man who, as Senator, introduced 
| these resolves; and, sir, what is the expression 
| of public opinion upon this subject now? The 
Legislatures of most of the States, if I mistake 
|| not, have called upon Congress to refund the fine. 
The people are awake to the subject; and it is the 
duty of this Congress to fulfill their expressed 
| wishes. In relation to the removal of the depos- 
| its, the people having taken the subject in hand, 
continued to agitate it, until at length a majority 
was thrown into Congress, by which that meas- 
ure was carried. 
| But the gentleman from New York says that 
| this question is brought up at this time for the 
| purpose of operating upon the presidential elec- 
tion.’ Does he charge such a design upon the peo- 
ple of seventeen States of this Confederacy? Does 
|| he accuse the Whigs of Louisiana of such a de- 
| sign, because they called for the restitution of the 
fine to General Jackson? Is he prepared to read 
the Whigs of Louisiana out of the ranks because 
_ they are for restoring the fine? It would be very 
| impolitic for him, at this time, to read many of 
/them out. It should be the policy of the gentle- 
man to recruit; to increase the numbers of his 
| party, rather than to diminish them. It seems to 
/ me that the Whigs of Louisiana will not feel very 
/easy under this imputation. It appears to me 
| that, when they resolved to instruct their Sena- 
| torsand request their Representatives in Congress 
to vote for this law, it was done as an act of jus- 
|| tice, irrespective of all other considerations. I 
| therefore think that the public mind has always 
| been alive to the importance of refunding this fine; 
that the people have always demanded it; that 
\| they now demand it; and it is in vain for the gen- 
tleman and his associates to resist the force of the 
public will. If they stand out against it, it will 
overwhelm them with its unhallowed effects. The 
public voice has commanded that this act of jus- 
tice should be done; and the gentleman might as 
| well toss straws against the wind, or by applying 
his shoulder to the Rocky mountains attempt to 
remove them, as to endeavor to resist that demand. 

But the gentleman says that those who advo- 
cate this bill will be recreant to the country. If 
it was really his intention to cast an imputation 
|| upon those who support the measure, | hurl back 
‘| that imputation as more justly attaching to him 
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and to those who oppose it. Sir, if I were to vote 


against this measure of justice and right, I should 
be guilty of abetting treason, 

General Jackson refused to recognize the au- 
thority of Judge Hali’s court, because the safety 
of the country required that his authority should 
be suspended. The energies of General Jackson 
were directed against an invading foe, who were 
ready to ravage the country. This having been 
the object of the general, and the meang he em- 
ployed being necessary to that object, I say that, 
in my opinion, if | were to resist this law, | 
should be guilty of abetting treason. Again, even 
granting that this measure of justice to General 
Jackson has been neglected too long, does at fol- 
low, therefore, that it is now too late? The prin- 
ciples of this Government acknowledge no such 
limitation of time. It is to-be regretted that thir 
act of justice has been neglected solong; but the 
fact thatit has been neglected is, in itself, a strong 
reason why it should be neglected no longer. 

But the gentleman also says that the measure is 
#0 obnoxious that itcannot pass the other branch 
of Congress. That may be owing to a want of 
skill on the part of those whodrew it up. Itmay 
be that the gentleman has more experience than 
we have, and it would be well if he would render 
us his services to ‘ lick’’ it into a better shape. 
There are those who are so constituted, that the 
sweets of justice are repugnant to their taste; 
there are those who are so constituted, that to 
them right is always wrong, and wrong is right. 
But I will tell the gentleman, that we will have 
this measure. We ask not his support. We will 
pass it here by the strength and force of Demo- 
cratic votes. And the people of this country will 
be enabled to see and to know who are willing to 
give effect to their will, and who stand in the way 
of it. 

The gentleman from Tennessee, the other day, 
stated this was a political handle. I, sir, disclaim 
any such object—any such motive. ** Evil to him 
who evil thinks.” Though justice has been de- 
layed, the Democracy of this country is awake, 
and they will be able to carry this great measure 
which is 80 necessary in sintionslon of the purity 
of the Government. It ill becomes the gentie- 
man to speak of **humbugs.’’ By what influ- 
ence was his party put into power in 1840? By 
the veriest humbug that was ever thought of. 
** They who live in glass houses should not cast 
stones.’’ 

The gentleman from Tennessee also states that, 
even if we should avail ourselves of the influence 
of this measure to secure the election of a Demv- 
cratic candidate, we would fail of our object, in- 
asmuch as Mr. Van Buren has become altogether 
unpopular; that the people have cast him off, and 
will not again receive him into favor. It is ex- 
tremely doubtful whether the people have cast him 
off. Iam of opinion that he was defeated by the 
grossest fraud and corruption, and not rejected by 
the sober sense of the American people; and 
events which have transpired since the election 
go to prove the correctness of this conclusion. 

The gentleman says we are not only tricksters, 
but that we have been guilty of the inhumanity 
of entering the grave, and tearing up the body of 
Judge Hall, by whom the fine was imposed. 
Enough has been said upon that subject. All are 
aware that not one werd was said about Judge 
Hall until his name was introduced by his friends. 
And if his name has been used in a manner which 
reflects no credit on his memory, they alone are 
to blame. The gentleman thought to make some 
capital when he asserted that we had entered the 
grave of Judge Hall, seized upon his bones, and 
rattled them before the House. He thought he 
would thus deter us from doing an act of justice. 
And the gentleman from New York, acting upon 
the same principle, asked us, the other day, why 
martial law had not been declared here and at 
Baltimore during the last war? It was because 
there was no occasion for it, or because General 
Jackson was not here. If martial law was not 
enforced here, there was a law far more obnox- 
ious—the law of British bayonets, in the hands 
of British soldiers. If martial law had been de- 
clared, perhaps the Capitol would not have been 
destroyed; perhaps the monument erected to the 
memory of fallen heroes would not have been 
broken in pieces. 


practically enforced—** Inter armis silent leges.”” 


, son failed to obey the writ of habeas ¢ 

| he defied the laws of the country, an 
with disrespect the judge. 
| remember that Judge Hall was himself the abet- 


| on the other, 


| must yield to martial law. 


| defeated for the Presidency 


No, sir, there was no martial | 


law; but the motto of the Roman general was || zens of Philadelphia, praying an appropriation for the con- | 


gentleman makes nothing by adverting to these | 
facts. ‘There was martial law at New Orleans, 


| and the city was successfully defended, and the | 
| honor of the country nobly vindicated. 


Again, the gentleman says that General Jack- | 
us; that | 
treated | 


But gentlemen must 


tor of the traitor Louallier. They may, if they 
choose, range themselves under the banner of a 
British judge, who was acting upon treasonable 
motives; but we of the Democratic party range 
ourselves under the banner hung out by General 
Jackson in defense of the country’s liberties; a 
British judge and treason on one side—General 
Jackson and the glorious defense of the country 
We hesitate not to take our stand | 
upon this issue, Gentlemen may take the other | 
side if they please. 

One word in regard to the violation of the Con- | 


| stitution and laws alleged to have been commit- 
| ted by General Jackson. 


It has been insisted, with great force, that the | 


power to punish for contempt is necessary for the || 


preservation of the authority of courts. On the 
same principle, therefore, I contend that the gen- 
eral of an army has the power to declare martial 
law, and as arms are superior to civil authority 
when brought into collision with it, the civil law 
The very act of pro- 
claiming martial jaw suspends, for a time, the 


| civil law, so far as they come in conflict. Judge 


Hall, therefore, had no more power or authority | 


| than a private individual, and General Jackson | 
| was not bound to obey his mandate. 


But there 
are some facts connected with this transaction, 
which, even if Judge Hall’s authority was in full 


| force, would exculpate General Jackson from all || 
blame for the violation of that authority. 


It ap- 
pears, from the records of the case, that the affi- 
davit of Louallier was changed—so changed as 
to become a forgery; and, being a forgery, was 


| notan instrument upon which the court could act. 


The writ of habeas corpus must be predicated upon 
an affidavit. There was no affidavit in this case, | 


' such as the law requires; therefore, the writ of 


habeas corpus was a nullity, and General Jackson 
was no more bound by it than he would have 
been by a piece of blank paper. 

He would make one more remark before he | 


closed. The gentleman from Tennessee, in his || 
| desire to show the strength of the opposition to 


Mr. Van Buren, said that, inasmuch as he was | 
in 1840, he would be 
again defeated in 1844. Now, if that was a good 
argument, it applied with more force to Mr. Clay 


| than to Mr. Van Buren; for the former had been 
| defeated three timesalready. But he had no fears 


of Mr. Van Buren’s defeat in the coming elec- 
tion. The thousands of promises made by the 
Whigs in the last contest having been violated, 


| the people would not be so willing to trust them || 


again. 

Mr. SCHENCK next got the floor; but gave 
way to 

Mr. BARNARD, who submitted, as an amend- 
ment to the amendment, to strike out the proviso, 


, and insert: 


That it is hereby declared that this remission of the fine 
imposed shall not be deemed or taken as an expression of 


| the legislative opinion, affirming in any way the right of a 


military commander to pro: aim martial Jaw in this coun 
try, or to interrupt or forcibly suspend, by military power, 
the exercise of the civil authority. | 


The CHAIRMAN said that, inasmuch as the | 


| gentleman from New York had eetr addressed 
| the House one hour on this subject, h 
speak again till others had spoken. 


ecould not 


Some conversation 
SCHENCK yielded to 
Mr. JAMESON, on whose motion the com- 


followed; when Mr. 


| mittee rose and reported progress. 


On motion of Mr. THOMASSON, the use of 
the Hall was granted to the Agricultural Society 


|| on Wednesday next. 


The House then adjourned. 


i 
The following notices of petitions presented to-day, were 


banded to the reporters by the members presenting them: 
By Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania: The petition of citi- | 


struction of a dry-dock at that port. 


| four hundred and ninety-nine others, citizens of 
i 


if . . : . ee eae hae eee 
/ Iask whether itis better that martial law should | _ By Mr. TYLER: The petition of John B. Hawley ang 
prevail, or the law of British bayonets? Sir, the 


Chauta, 
que county, New York, praying for the reduction wa 


rates of postage, and the abolition of the franking Privilege 
Alro, the petition of Jonathan Austin, George White. .,; 
others ; and the petition of John H. Reed and others, pray 
ing for the erection of a light-house at the mouth of Catia. 
raugus creek, New York; and for the further prosecytio. 
of the unfinished works at that place. , 
Mr. TIBBATTS withdrew from the files of the Clerk: 
office the petition of the heirs of Nathaniel Ashby, of Ken 
tucky, and presented it; and the same was, on his MOtion 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions,’ 
By Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of gy» 
dry citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, prayin, 
an appropriation for the construction of a dry-dock at tia; 
: t 


rt. 
By Mr. HAMLIN: The petition of Andrew Blake, for 


| a fishing bounty, and the evidence accompanying the samp. 


which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
Also, taken from the files of last year, the petition of th 


|| inhabitants of Bangor, Camden, Belfast, Lincoinyilj, 
| Prospect, Bucksport, and of ship-masters and ship-owner. 
| and the papers accompanying the same, for an appropria. 


tion to erect buoys on Mussle Ridge. 
By Mr. FICKLIN: The petition of G. G. Shellenberge, 


| and eighty-four others, praying the establishment ofa hemp 


agency in the State of [linois ; which was referred to th. 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Also, the proceedings of a public meeting holden at Vip 


| cennes, relative to the improvement of the Great Wabac) 


river, from the western terminus of the Wabash and Erie 
canal, at Terre Haute, to its junction in the Ohio river. 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. DODGE: A memorial of the trustees of the town 


| of Racine, Territory of Wisconsin, asking Congress for ay 
| appropriation for the completion of a harbor at the mou) 


of Root river, at the said town of Racine; which was re. 
| ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. OWEN: The memorial of John MecTntire ang 
| three hundred and three others, citizens of Indiana, pray- 
| ing for the appropriation of the unsold lands in the Vin. 

cennes land district, towards the completion of the Cross. 
cut and Central canal, from Terre Haute to Evansville; 


also, the memorial of B. Royston and one hundred ang 
seventy-two others, to the same effect; which were re. 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Also, the memorial of John H. Kieppart and eighty-five 
others, citizens of Ohio, praying the abolition of the frank- 
| ing privilege and the reduction of the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post Otice 
and Post Roads. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petiti of John Shank 
lin and one hundred and fifty others, citizens of Indiana, 
asking a donation of lands in the Vincennes district, to 
assist in completing the Wabash and Erie canal; whicli 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of sundry citi 
zens of McLean county, liliriois, for the establishment of 
an agency in the Strate of Illinois, under the direction of the 
| Secretary of the Navy, for the inspection, test, and pur 
| chase of water-rotted hemp; which was referred to tie 
| Committee on Naval Affairs. 
| Also, the petition of sundry citizens of La Salle county, 
| Illinois, for leave to relocate their school section. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 8, 1844. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
| Senate a report from the Committee on Public 
| Buildings, showing the amount of expenditure, 
| and the manner of the expenditure of money ap- 
| propriated for the public buildings; which, on 
| motion of Mr. DAYTON, was referred to the 
| Commitee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and 
| ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting a report from the Tupograph- 
| ical Bureau, in compliance with a resolution of 
| the Senate of the 27th ultimo, of the probable 
| cost of connecting Lake Huron with Lake Supe- 
| rior by means of a canal around the falls of Si. 

Mary’s; which, on motion of Mr. PORTER, 
was referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Also, a message from the President of the 
United States, covering a report from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, in pursuance of the act of 
Congress of the 3d March, 1843, giving an ab- 
stract of all the offers made, (embracing as well 

| those rejected as those accepted,) to furnish sup- 
plies for the Navy; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treas- 

ury, made in compliance with a resolution ex- 
| hibiting the number of suits instituted by the 
| United States against citizens of Illinois and Wis- 
| consin, since the 4th of March, 1842, for alleged 
| trespasses upon the public lands, and proceedings 
thereon. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


| Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from Sam- 
| uel Thompson, of the city of New York, setting 
| forth that in January, 1834, he was employed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury to superintend the 
erection of the custom-house in that city, under 
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ment by which he was to receive a certain 
reentage on the expenditures for the ge 
That he was thus continued until May, 1835, 
when the Secretary refused to pay under the 
manner stipulated for, and offered to pay him a 
specific sum. He refused to receive it, and now 
asits Congress to give him the amount to which 
he was entitled by the original agreement; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Also, a memorial from a large number of mer- | 
chants and manufacturers of New York city, | 


setting forth that they are engaged in the hard- 
ware business, and praying Congress to modify 
the duties imposed by the present tariff on cer- 
tain descriptions of iron; believing that they are 


too high for revenue, and esp wera not only to | 


the interests of merchants and farmers, but to the 


manufacturers also; which was referred to the | 
- Committee on Finance. 


| 





' 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 


Also, a memorial from the Harlem Railroad | 
Company, and from John Fargee and others, res- | 
jdents of the city of New York, praying to be | 


relieved from the payment of duties on rail iron 
contracted for and ordered previous to the passage 
of the present tariff law; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 


Also, a memorial from the Chamber of Com- | 
merce of the city of New York, praying the estab- | 
lishment by Congress of the warehousing system. | 

Mr. W. said he thought proper to remark that, | 


in presenting a similar memorial, he moved its 
reference to the Committee on Finance, believing 
then, and as he now believed, that it was the 
proper committee. A motion was made, however, 
to refer it to the Committee on Commerce, which 
at that time prevailed. He would move, in ac- 


| 
| 
| 


cordance with the wish of the memorialists, that | 


the memorial be printed; and make another motion 
to refer it to the Committee on Finanee. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON said similar memorials | 


had already this session been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


Mr. WRIGHT acquiesced, and it was referred 


to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. JARNAGIN presented a petition from | 
Peter A. Carnes, late a sutler in the Army, pray- | 


ing compensation for losses sustained in conse- | 


quence of irregular orders of the War Department; | 


and to be protected in his office of forage and 
wagon-master, recently conferred _— him by 
General Jesup, and from which he 


ad been ir- | 


regularly dismissed; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 


a number of merchants of Philadelphia, asking | 


that a drawback may be allowed on exports of 
spirits distilled from foreign sirups, equal to the 
duty on the imported article; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 


Also,a memorial from citizens of Pennsylvania, | 


asking Congress to make an appropriation for 
continuing the works in the harbor of Erie; which 
was reterred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition from 
certain citizens of the county of Philadelphia: 
and also one from certain citizens of Baltimore, 
on the subject of the naval pension fund; which 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BREESE presented the petition and papers 
of John Atchison, praying to be relieved from the 
payment of the balance of a certain judgment ob- 
tained against him; which was referred to the Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

Also, a petition from Nathaniel Niles and oth- 
ers, of the State of Illinois, praying for the ex- 
tension of the great western mail route from La- 
fayette direct to Springfield; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial from 
inhabitants of the Isle of Shoals, praying for an 
extension of fishing bounties to a new class of 
vessels; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. JARNAGIN presented a memorial from 
Samuel Martin, of Campbell Station, Tennessee, 
asking that.a proper system of instruction may 
be established, under the authority of the United 
States, for the better education and training of 
the officers of the Navy; believing that it is of 
more importance that those officers, who are; to 
some extent, the representatives of the character 
of the country abroad, should be thus educated 
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at the national expense, than those intended for || 


the Army; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition from David 
C. Wilson, former marshal of the United Stdtes 
for Delaware, asking Congress to make him rea- 


sonable allowance for office rent; which was re- | 


ferred to the Judiciary Committee. 


Mr. TAPPAN presented resolutions adopted | 
by the Legislature of Ohio, instructing the Sena- | 
torsand requésting the Representatives from that | 


State to vote for a repeal of the law removing the 


summer term of the United States circuit court || 
from Columbus to Cincinnati, so as to have the || 
said court-held at Columbus. Mr. T. gave notice || 


that he would, on to-morrow, ask leave to bring 
in a bill to repeal this law. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a petition from 
sundry citizens of Wisconsin, praying an appro- 


priation for the improvement of the navigation of | 


the Fox and Wisconsin rivers; which, as a bill 
had been reported for that object, was ordered to 
lie on the table. . 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a petition from 


Thomas M. Latham, asking compensation for | 


services, losses, and expenses, in saving property 
of the United States on board sloop Marion, which 
stranded in Tampa Bay; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial, 
very numerously signed by citizens of Indiana, 
praying for an extension of the Wabash and Erie 
canal, from Terre Haute, Indiana, to Evansville; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from A. 
B. Quinby, containing suggestions to lessen in- 
juries by the explosion of steam-boilers; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. FOSTER presented a petition from Wil- 
liam Easby, surviving partner of Easby and 
Hanly, praying remuneration for hydraulic ce- 


ment furnished by him for rebuilding the bridge | 


at second street across Pennsylvania avenue; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. FULTON, it was 


Ordered, That the documents relating to the claim of 
James Erwin, for remuneration for losses sustained under 
a contract for removing and subsisting emigrating Indians, 
be taken from the files, and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. ‘ 


‘On motion of Mr. McDUFFIE, leave was 


granted to withdraw from the files the documents || 


relating to the claim of Milledge Galphin. 
On motion of Mr. RIVES, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs of Danie! True- || 


heart, praying to be indemnified for losses of property de- 
stroyed by the enemy during the revolutionary war, be taken 
from the files, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Josiah Barton, praying for 
a pension, be taken from the files and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the citizens of De Kalb 
county, Illinois, praying for the establishment of a post road 
from Chicago to Grande Tour, in that State, be taken from 
the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of William C. 
Easton, praying certain compensation as clerk, be taken 


from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee || 


on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. C., leave was granted to 


withdraw from the files the papers of Anthony 
Gale. 


On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Nathan Ward, praying for 
the redemption of certain loan cértificates, be taken from 
the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Reynall Coates and R. 
Johnson, praying remuneration for Josses sustained in con- 
sequence of the discontinuance of their services as mem- 
bers of the scientific corps of the exploring expedition, be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. PHELPS gave notice that he would, to- 


morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill for the repeal 
of the act of August, 1842, to provide for the sat- 


1] 











isfaction of claims arising under the fourteenth 
and nineteenth articles of the treaty of Dancing 
Rabbit creek. 


RESOLUTION INTRODUCED. 


Mr. FULTON, on leave introduced a joint 
resolution to extend the franking privilege to ex- 
Vice Presidents of the United States; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, resported back, with an 
amendment, the bill to provide for the insane 
| hospital of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, report- 
ed back, without amendment, the bill providing 
for the repairing and repaving a portion of Penn- 
sylvania avenue. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported back, without amendment, 
the bill to grant a certain quantity of land to aid 
in the improvement of the navigation of Fox and 
| Wisconsin rivers, and connect the same by a 

canal. He accompanied the same by a report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made an adverse report on the petition 
| of Benjamin Crawford; which was ordered to be 
rinted. 
Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reports in the cases of the widow 
| of Josiah Gordon, John Bosworth, the widow of 
Jacob Olingey, Joseph Veazie, and the heirs of 
| David Munn. 
| On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com- 
| mittee on Commerce was discharged from the fur- 


|| ther consideration of the memorial of the owners 


and masters of vessels of Albany, relative to the 
| better keeping and administration of the marine 
hospital fund; and the report accompanying the 
motion was ordered to be printed. 


EXCUSED FROM SERVICE. 


| Mr. FOSTER asked to be discharged from 
|| any further service on the Committee on Pen- 
|| sions. He made the request because he was on 
| two other committees, which required a great 
|| deal of his time. 
The question was put; and he was excused 
| from any further service on that committee. 
‘|| Mr. KING said he was not in the habit of ask- 
|| ing to be excused from duty on committees; but 
he had been appointed on three committees—the 
Committee on Commerce, the Committee on 
| Roads and Canals, and the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. The Committee on Com- 
merce was a laborious committee; and the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia took a great 
deal of time. As to the Confmittee on Roads and 
Canals, he did not know how much of his time 
| it would exact, but supposed, as many memo- 
|| rials had been 2 ooetedl gad referred to it, a con- 
| siderable portion. He hoped, therefore, to be 
dccchesned tu any further service on the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 
The question was put to the Senate; and he 
was excused. 
|| On motion of Mr. BATES, the President pro 
tempore was empowered to appoint other mem- 


bers to fill the vacancies in those committees. 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. SEMPLE submitted the following reso- 
| lution; which lies over one day, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to give notice to the British Government that it is 
the desire of the Government of the United States to annul 
and abrogate the provisions of the third article of the con- 
vention concluded between the Government of the United 
States of America and his Britannic Majesty the King of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, on the 
20th of October, 1818, and indefinitely continued by the 
convention between the same parties, signed at London, 
the 6th of August, 1827. 


Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over one day, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate, if in bis power so to do, 
| whether any of the Indian tribes, or any of the Indians resi- 
| dent within the territorial limits of the United States, are 
| in the receipt, periodically or occasionally, of any pension, 
| pay, or present, in money or other things, from the British 
|| Government; and if so, he he requested to state the par- 

ticulars ; also, whether the Government of the United States 
| have had any correspondence with the British Government 
|| in relation to that matter; and, in that event, that he be 
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requested to lay before the Senate a copy of such corre- | 


spondence. 


TITLE TO OREGON. 


Mr. Avven’s resolution (calling upon the Pres- | 
ident of the United States to lay before the Sen- | 
ate, if in his judgment that may be done without 


rejudice to the public interests, a copy of any 
instrugtions which may have been given b 
Executive to the American Minister in Engle 
on the subject of the title to, and occu 
Oregon, since the 4th day of March, 1841; also, 


a copy of any correspondence which may have | 


taken place between this Government and that of 
Great Britain, in relation to that subject, since 
that time) came up as the postponed business of 
Thursday last; the question pending being on the 
adoption of the resolution. 

On this question Mr. ALLEN called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. A. then addressed the Senate at consider- 
able length in support of the resolution, prefacing 
his remarks by an explanation, to the effect that, 
since the day the subject was up before, he had 
discovered that he was mistaken as to the person 


in the British Parliament who had made the der- | 
laration that the Senate bill of last session, had | 
it become a law, would have been cause of war: | 
it was not Sir Robert Peel, but Lord Palmerston, | 
Mr. A., how- | 


who had made that declaration. 
ever, referred to the authenticated version of the 


debate in Parliament, to show what both Lord | 
Palmerston and Mr. Peel did say on the subject, | 
with a view of justifying the assumption that the | 
threat of war was used for the purpose of acting | 
on this Government, and forcing it into negotia- | 


tion. 
Mr. ARCHER, in reply, stated that the reso- 
lution would effect nothing, as he was authorized 


to say that no negotiation had been entered into | 
in England, since last session, on the subject of | 


Oregon. The Executive of this Government had 
certainly made such a proposition, but it was not 
concurred in by the British Government; and 
therefore the instructions sent to our Minister 
were notacted upon. The British Government 
had since adopted the course of sending a minis- 
ter to this country, with powers to negotiate and 
adjust all difficulties with our Government on the 
subject; and that minister had either arrived at 
New York, and was on his way to the capital, 
or was on his passage from England, and might 
be expected here within a very few days. Under 
these circumstances, he opposed the resolution 
as being calculated to embarrass the Executive 
in the discharge of his duties; or, if answered by 


a disclosure of the instructions to our Minister, | 
as likely to prove most injurious to the interests | 


of the ceuntry. 


Messrs. MOREHEAD, BERRIEN, RIVES, | 
and CRITTENDEN, took the same ground in | 
Tt was advocated by | 


opposing the resolution. 


Messrs. ALLEN and BENTON;; the latter prov- 


ing, from the Journals of the Senate, that Gen- | 
eral Washington was in the habit of consulting | 


the Senate on the terms of any treaty about to be 


negotiated, and instanced his message relative to | 
Jay’s treaty, in 1796, in which the question of | 


boundary—this very question—was under nego- 
tiation. Mr. B. proved from this that General 
Washington considered it within the province of 


the Senate to advise with the Executive upon the 


terms on which the negotiation of a treaty was to 


be laid down, and that it was the only safe way | 


of proceeding in a question of territory. 


Mr. WOODBURY thought the gentlemen on 


the other side unnecessarily sensitive about the 
effect of the resolution. He did not see that it 
could do any,harm, since the legislative action 


of the Senate would be, like that of the last ses-_ 
sion, strictly in«conformity with the existing | 


treaty. 


Messrs. BUCHANAN and KING voted against | 
the adoption of the resolution at present; as they | 
conceived, whatever the Senate might choose to 


do in its executive capacity, it was not advisa- 


ble, under the circumstances stated by the chair- | 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations, for | 


the Senate, in its legislative capacity, to call for 
the only information the Executive could give— 
that of its instruction to our own Minister; inas- 
much as, if furnished and made known to the 
world, it might be prejudicial to the interests of 
this country. 











the | 
and, | 
tion of, | 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he would vote most} 








cheerfully for the resolution if brought up in ex- 
ecutive session. 

The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the resolution, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 14, nays 3]; as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Benton, Breese, Col- 
quitt, Fairfield, Fulton, Hannegan, Semple, Surgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, Woodbury, and Wrigit—14, 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, 
Evans, Foster, Haywood, Henderson, Huger, Huntington, 
Jarnagin, King, McDuffie, Mangum, Merriek, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter of Michigan, Rives, Tallmadge, Up- 
ham, White, and Woodbridge—31. 

So the resolution was not adopted. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpar, January 8, 1844. 


Mr. G. W. Summers, of Virginia, took the || 


Mr. PRATT desired to submit the following | 


oath and his seat. 
GENERAL JACKSON’S FINE. 


Mr. THOMPSON offered the following reso- 
tion; and demanded the previous question on it: 


Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
on the bill (No, 1) to refund the fine imposed on General 


- Andrew Jackson, shall cease at four o’clock this day ; and 


that the committee shall then proceed to vote on all pend 
ing umendinents, and such as may be offered, when the bill 
shall be reported to the House. 


amendment; which was read for information: 
Whereas, the Legislatures of eighteen States of this 


; Union, containing, at the last census, about filteen millions 


out of the seventeen millions of the inhabitants of the Uni- 


| ted States, have instructed their Senators and requested 


their Representatives, to refund the fiue imposed upon Gen- 
eral Jackson by Judge Hall, viz: 
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NAYS—Meersrs. Adams, Ashe, Barnard, Belser, Carroyy 
Chappell, Chilton, Collamer, Cranston, Garrett Day,’ 
Dickey, Fish, Florence, Foot, Frick, Giddings, Win. 
Green, Grider, Hardin, Harper, Hudson, Joseph R. dae. 
soll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Daniet P. King, y., 
Iivaine, Morse, Moseley, Newton, Peyton, Phenix, Elisha 
R. Potter, Ramsey, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Schenck 
Senter, Severance, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens’ 
Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, White, Win’ 
throp, and William Wright—54. ; 


Two thirds voting in the affirmative, the rulcs 
were therefore suspended. 

Mr. THOMPSON having accepted the resoly, 
of Mr. Prart as a substitute for the one offered 
by him, the hour being changed to four o'clock 
with the assent of Mr, Pratt, the resolution thus 
modified was read. 

The question was then put on the second to the 
previous question, and carried. 

The House then ordered the main question; and 


|, the resolution was agreed to. 


Population, | 
ArRANOOS, oo0cccecccacsevecvessvcces é dsbe00 97,57 
New Hampshire........-+.++s000 coccccrecs 984,074 
LOwiginne....occcoccccenescosece soared ahah 352,411 
DCORROCUCHE «02000 cc0cgerecs ses cccee-seones 309,978 
PEIOND a on own. 02s00s 0p seen sinnbs 06 cneghh sage 476,183 
DD v5 cain a:b ue4ws b804eeeeertelee cd seoteeve 501,793 
MME shag \do bt bund puneshOds KdK--) awesae 383,702 
North Carolina.....c.00.--+ 0 occ eeveesecee 753,419 
NE CAONINR cae dsvesenéseness cha genngns 594,398 
PER cn wus ans Konsreeesaneessena Sees 1,724,033 
NeW. ROK cnncs conecccesces oscse eceee cece 2,428,921 
SIs 656-sndose 60h 400505055 ta0% shal yavte & 1,519,457 
BS TBD is kinins Sided besseectnds cabads 108,830 
aren bs sche ce acqaen ence 1,239,797 
BIMBGING oo ccctvvcvegeccoses csccceses g ease 590,756 
MPR 0002 ceseencent cos $000c0s*onnneseeee 691,392 
DEEL. senses ttacenethes > 400s nuns s.8i oh 375,651 
Michigan........ evccncs Coccrcccceccces cose 212.267 

14,645,106 








And whereas a strong expression of public opinion has 
been inade in favor of the same measure in the remaining 
States of the Union: Therefore, 

Resolved, That at two o’clock this day al! debate in Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, on 
House bill No. 1, to refund the fine imposed on General 
Jackson, shall cease; and the committee shall proceed to 
vote upon such amendments as may be pending, or as may 
be offered to said bill; and then report the same to the 
House with such amendments as have been agreed to by 
the committee. 


Mr. THOMPSON said that he was willing to 
accept the amendinent as a modification of his 
motion, with the exception of that part fixing the 
ree of two o’clock for the termination of the 

ebate. 


The SPEAKER said that the question would 
be put on the suspension of the a to allow the 
reception of the resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; 
whicl. were ordered ; and the question being taken, 
resulted—yeas 117, nays 54; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Anderson, Beardsley, Benton, Bidlack, 
James Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buffington, Burke, Caldwell, 
Campbell, Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Clingman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cullom, Dana, 
Danicl, Richard D. DavisyJohn W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Dillinghum, Duncan, Dunlap, Elmer, Farlee, Ficklin, Fos- 
ter, French, Gilmer, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, 
Hays, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, 
Hughes, Hungerford, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston 
King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard,- Lewis, Lucas, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, McCauslen, McClelland, McClernand, 
McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Mathews, Edward J. 
Morris, Murphy, Nes, Norris, Parmenter, Payne, Emery 
D. Potter, Pratt, Rathbun, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, 
Ritter, Russell, St. John, Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, 
David L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, John T. 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, 
John Stewart, Stone, Strong, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, 
Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, Wilkiu 
Joseph A. Wright, and Yort-117. 
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| for he had said that such conduct woul 
tolerated in Ohio, nor did he believe in any other 


MRS. MADISON. 

Mr. SAUNDERS submitted a resolution, as 
follows—Mr. Tuompson of Mississippi yielding 
to allow it to be offered: 

Resolved unanimously, That a committee be appointed 
on the part of this House to wait on Mrs. Madison, and to 
assure her that, whenever it shall! be her pleasure to visit 
the House, she be requested to take a seat within the Hail, 

He moved this resolution in consequence of 
having seen Mrs. Madison in the gallery. 

The resolution was agreed to; and it was or- 
dered that Mr. Saunpers and Mr. C. J. Inern- 
soLL be the said committee. 


GENERAL JACKSON’S FINE. 


On the motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Mis. 
sissippi, (the rules having been suspended for its 
reception,) the House went into Committee of the 
Whole on the bill to refund the fine imposed on 
General Jackson by Judge Hall at New Orleans, 

Mr. SCHENCK addressed the committee in 
favor of the amendment of the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Sternens.] 

Mr. SCHENCK proceeded to vindicate Judge 
Hall from the imputation of having acted improp- 


_erly in imposing the fine. He reprobated the al- 
| lusions which had been made, in the course of 
debate, to the fact of the judge having been a for- 


eigner, and to his want of courage. He contended 


that the judge had displayed a high degree of 


moral courage, for which he honored him; but 
when he heard his colleague, [Mr. Dean,} wh. 
himself had held a high judicial station, speak in 
like manner of this matter, he was led to fear that 
some who did not know him so well might infer 
that he was only delivering the convictions of his 
own experience. He did not believe this much of 
the gentleman himself, but thought that, when he 
attacked the judiciary, he was only overleaping 
the limits of discretion. 

Mr. DEAN, on being permitted to explain, dis- 
claimed having made any attack whatever on the 
judiciary, or any memberof it, except Judge a 
not be 


State; and he rejoiced that Judge Hall was an ex- 
ception. He had too high an opinion of the judi- 


| ciary to believe that any of them would be guilty 


of such conduct. : 

Mr. SCHENCK said he was glad to hear the 
gentleman’s explanation, and concurred with him 
in the favorable sentiments he entertained for the 
judiciary. He certainly did not wish to misrep- 
resent him, and would take his argument as he 
had stated it. 

Mr. KENNEDY said, as the gentleman had 
stated his object was not to misrepresent any one, 
he desired to set himself right. From the man- 


ner in which he had been misrepresented by the 


gentleman throughout his entire remarks, he had 
supposed it to be his intention to misrepresent; 


but, as he disavowed such an intention, he was 
_ bound to take his disclaimer, and would therefore 
say to the gentleman that he did not understand 


him. Now, he had made no attack whatever on 
the judiciary; but took the occasion to censure, in 
the strongest terms, those who had attempted to 
skulk behind the judges to conceal their true mo- 
tives for opposing this bill. He said that, as & 
branch of the Government, the judiciary wasas cor- 
rupt as any other. He said no man should skulk 
beni the judiciary, and escape merited castiga- 


: tion, vr? because he was so sheltered. This 
e 


was what had said, and what he now reas- 
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_ . . . . . it til 
ry Carrol, r Mr. SCHENCK said he was perfectly willing || fender of hiscountry, and retaining it in the Treas- | Would they have voted for this bill? No; and 
= Davis, to take the gentleman’s argument as he explain ury for such a length of time, was a common || they would not do it now. Instead of that, they 
} fia 25 There was another partofthe gentleman sargu- infamy? and if he claimed for himself and his con- || resort to every kind of stratagem and device to 
ing, Mc. ment which he wished to notice; but as the time || stituents a share of the common glory, that they |) prevent justice being done to the man who has 
MX, Elisha was wearing away, and this bill must be passed must be content to take a share of the infamy re- || filled the measure of his country’s glory. As to 
Sept to-day, he would pass on to another subject. He | sulting from retaining this fine? What else did | the objections of the gentleman from New York, 
' 


had the remarks of the gentleman from Illinois, 
‘Mr. Doveras,] as reported, before him. 


He || of the House on this bill was a waste of time; 





hiscolleague tell the House? Why,thattheaction | [Mr. Barnarp, | that this bill has not been brought 


| forward at an earlier day, he asked the attention 





the rulog found that the gentleman used the following lan- || that it was going back to times, the history of |) of the committee to the gentleman’s arguments on 
guage? || which was long since forgotten, and for the remis- || the merits of the question; for he was the only 
2 resolye « He envied not any man the yosseecinn of such stoical | sion of a fine imposed thirty years ago. What! || gentleman who had attempted to go into them. 
© offered philosophy. Tel ehowt tearing). Tpit Goes Faeanlicicn | did the opponents of the bill mean to plead the || What did the gentleman say? Why, he told the 
o'clock Why, we alles of directin a cannon, and destroving || Statute of limitation in the face of the commands || committee, in the first place, that General Jack- 
" ’ was the forme SY 8  Aaseyy whe f the American people? To plead the statute of had ‘ , ‘ 
10n thug the enemy, regardless of the means, whether it be by the 1 of the J Nn peo} pie! atute of | son had no consututional right to de clare martial 
seizure of cotton bags or the seizure of persons, if the ne- | limitations against a great act of national justice || law. I deny it; and declare that, so far as he did 
nd to the cessity of the case required it.’ || and national gratitude? He trusted they would | declare martial law, he did it consistently with 
The gentleman added that he ‘cared not || not do so if they meant to claim for themselves | the Constitution. New Orleans was the general’s 
‘ion; and whether General Jackson violated the Constitu- || any portion of the glory acquired by the hero of | headquarters. The city to be defended was his 
tion or not; wheiher he suspended all civil author- |, New Orleans for himself and his country. What || whole camp. Within that camp what law must 
ity or not.”’ This was bold ground assumed by || did his colleagues, [ Messrs. Peyton and Dickin- prevail, or ought of necessity to prevail? Why, 
; the gentleman from Illinois—a doctrine which || son,] the immediate representatives of General martial law. 
ition, ag seemed to him to suit the meridian of Constanti- || Jackson, tell the House? Why, that under the But it prevailed no further than was necessary 
yielding nople or St. Petersburgh, but not this free coun- || influence of some strong and overruling motives, | for the defense of the city. He might here give 
try. But there was another remark of the gentle- 1 they intended to vote for the bill; while, at the | various illustrations to support his position. For 
_Prolnted man from Illinois, which he should be compelled | same time, they applauded the judge whoimposed | instance: when it was necessary to defend a 
Same to notice; and that was, that ‘* martial law was | the fine, and condemned the general whose meas- mountain pass, and maintain it from the assaults 
the Hall, necessary to save all law; and, therefore, whether || ures for the defense of the city placed under this | of an enemy, you may send your army to take 
ence of constitutional or not, General Jackson was bound | charge caused the infliction of that penalty. Was possession of it; and though a few shepherds’ 
: py necessity—that plea of tyrants—to declare it.”’ || it nut strange that his colleagues should speak huts may be there, the general is not bound to 
was or- This, too, was a strong position, not suited to the t one way and vote another? What necessity could || permit the ingress and egress of the inhabitants 
Incrr. people of afree country, but only fitted for a des- 1 be weighing them down? What imperious prin- || to carry intelligence to the enemy, because their 
potism. He.knew of but one parallel to sustain || ciple could be controlling them, when they spoke || constitutional rights may be in the way; and if 
the ground of the gentleman, when he said it was || one way, and voted another? || the general, in such a case, should abridge the 
necessary to declare martial law to preserve all || One of his honorable colleagues [Mr. Peyron] | personal liberty of the citizens, and override their 
of Mis. law; and that was to be found in an anecdote he || said that he would vote for this bill, though, when || constitutional rights, it would be monstrous to 
d for its would relate to the House. There was a quack | it was passed, it would strike down the noblest || suppose that a judge could come with his civil 
2e of the doctor in the neighborhood in which he lived, |} monument of General Jackson’s fame, and this | process, and break up the defense of a pass upon 
sed on who was called upon to administer to a child who | he said after professing to be one of the generat’s |; the maintaining of which the safety of the coun- 
Yrleans, had the fever and ague. He gave some nostrum || true friends. Was this like friendship—to vote | try depended. But he would go a little further. 
ittee in to it; and, when he returned, the next day, to || for a measure that would have such an effect on || The gentleman from New York, in justification 
in from inquire how it was, the mother told him that his || the fame of that distinguished man, and yet call || of the judge, admitted that there was another 
medicine had thrown it into convulsions, in which 1 himself his friend? What else did his colleague | law, the great law of necessity, under which mar- 
e Judge ithad remained ever since. The doctor replied || say? Why, that the fame of General Jackson || tal law could be declared and justified. He would 
mprop- that she need not feel the least alarm—that he had || was not placed in rightful hands. Now, in whose | ask if there was nota variety of cases, both in 
the al. given the child medicine for the purpose of throw- || hands would he place it? Would he place it in || time of war and in ordinary life, which justified 
urse of ing it into fits; for he did not know how to cure || the hands of the gentleman from Massachusetts, | the use of extraordinary means to effect some 
n a for- the ague and fever, but he was great on fits. || [Mr. Apams,] who represented the general as old || good. If he saw the gentleman sinking down 
itended HereyMr. S.’s hour expired. || Belisarius, begging his bread from door to door? | into a watery grave, what right had he, under the 
rree of Mr. A. V. BROWN observed, that he had not |, Would he place it in the hands of the other gen- | Constitution, to pluck him out by the hair and 
m; but intended to say one word upon the subject of de- || Ueman who had opposed this bill, and who had || save him? Not under the Constitution, but cer- 
»} wh. bate. His purpose was, as far as he was con- |'refiected so severely on the conduct which he | tainly permitted by it. If he put powder beneath 
beak in cerned, to let the passage of this bil] depend, not | thought necessary for the defense of the city | his neighbor’s dwelling, and fired it to save other 
ar that upon any arguments he or any other gentleman || placed under his charge? No; never would the || houses in its vicinity from being burnt to the 
it infer could offer, but upon the resolutions of eighteen || friends of the old patriot and hero consent to let | ground, what right, under the Constitution, had 
sof his or nineteen States of this Union commanding the || such men have the keeping of his fame. One gen- || he to do it? 
1uch of restoration of this money. He was willing to |; teman [Mr. Sternens| was pleased to tell the || But if the devouring element of fire raged, and 
hen he let this bill stand upon the known wishes and || House that the majority were determined to pass || it was necessary to destroy particular property to 
eaping commands of the sovereign people of this coun- || this bill, but they should not do it in ignorance. || save a whole city from destruction, though it 
try; but chiefly, he wished it to stand upon the || Why, the majority of the States of this Union || might not be done by virtue of the Constitution, 
in, dis- resolutions of the Legislature of Louisiana,which || had commanded this thing to be done; and had || yetit could be consistently with the Constitution, 
on the could not fail to reflect lasting honor on those | they done it in ignorance? Had the people of | and the act would never be complained of. But, 
e Hall; who passed them. Inasmuch, however, as it was || this country, who had almost unanimously ex- | as he intended to be brief in his argument, he 
not be not the will and pleasure of those who opposed || pressed their wishes in its favor, done so in igno- |, must pass on to the discovery of the gentleman 
y other this measure to let it pass in this manner, and as || rance? Was the majority of this House acting || from New York, [Mr. Barnarp.] And what was 
an ex- they opposed it with arguments as extraordinary || in ignorance? He would ask the gentleman from || it? It was the amazing discovery, made after the 
e judi- as the tone and temper of them was harsh, he || Georgia [Mr. Sreruens] what will be the condi- | lapse of thirty years, that New Orleans was not 
guilty felt himself bound to say something: on the sub- || tion of the world when he shalkgo down to the || invaded; and that the declaration of martial law 
| ject. As one of the Representatives of Tennes- || grave, if all knowledge and wisdom are to perish | was entirely unnecessary; that, notwithstanding 
ar the see—the home of the illustrious man who was || with him? The gentleman was pleased to ask a i the averments of history, New Orleans in reality 
th him the subject of this bill—he begged of the com- || question, which he wanied to answer by asking | never was invaded. And how did he make out 
for the mittee to indulge him with a few remarks in re- || him a question in return. i this extraordinary position? Why, he gravely 
jisrep- gard to it. It was remarked by one of the gentle- || The gentleman asked why no application was || told them that the enemy never did enter within the 
as he men who addressed the committee on this subject || made to pass this bill until this time? Now, he || lines of the corporation. And why did they not 
—he bélieved the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. || wanted to ask him if he or his party would ever | enter within the lines? It was because General 
n had Gaiver]—that all the discussion on this bill was || have voted for the remission of this fine at any || Jackson met them on the lines. It was because 
y one, idle waste of time, and that General Jackson || time? Would he and his party have voted for it, || General Jackson not only met them on the lines, 
man- would never touch one dollar of this money if || had it been brought forward ten or twenty years | but conquered and overcame them; and thus it 
y the voted tohim. The gentleman knew very well, || ago? Would the old Federal party have voted for || was that New Orleans was never invaded, accord- 
ve had and this nation knew very well, that the general || it? Would those who, in the time of the last war, || ing to the criticism of the gentleman from New 
esent; would not touch the money if he had to receive || were hesitating to cross a State line to meet the | York, (Mr. Barwarp.] But permit him to ask 
e was itas a beggar at your hands; that he would not || enemies of their country have voted for it? Would || if that enemy had entered within the lines of New 
refore touch it if he had to receive it—according to the || those who were hanging out, over the high cliffs '| Orleans and into the cit itself, if all would not 
stand allusion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, || of the ocean, blue lights to guide the enemy into | have been lost? The British fires would have been 
er on [Mr. Apams]—as old Belisarius, coming here, 1 the harbors of the country, to burn our ships and || seen blazing from every steeple; the British can- 
ire, in with his wooden trencher in his hand, fora penny | sack our towns, have voted to pass this bill? | non would have been heard battering down every ‘ 
ted to for his support. He knew that the general never ‘| Would those who were in correspondence with a || public and private edifice; the screams of Amer- 
emo- would touch one dollar of the money on such i British spy, at the very time of these achieve- | ican wives and daughters, in the power and grasp 
as a terms. || ments of General Jackson, have voted for it? No, | of a licentious British soldiery, would have been 
8 cor- The gentleman from Kentucky, in speaking of || never; for the same victory which drove the ene- | heard from every habitation. I repeat, he said 
skull the glory of General Jackson’s achievements at ! my from this country drove out a British spy; | emphatically, that everything would have been 
tiga- New Orleans, said it was the eommon glory of || andthe battle which saved a noble city, and quelled i lost; our heroic general and officers might have 
This the country, and shared by him.and all his con- || the treason within its bounds, also routed and || been slain; our army cojquered; the gity sacked 
reas- stituents. Now, did it not occurto the gentleman || dispersed. a more numerous and dangerous body ,| and burnt; and the West—the then young but 


that the infamy of. imposing this.fine on the de- | of traitors. assembled at the Hartford convention. || growing West, the now mighty West—would 
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have been lost. 
the home of my youth; it is still the home of my || himself and for the nation, was in bondage, the 
mature life. love her lofty mountains; I love \ Congress, then in session, would have adjourned, 
her wide and luxuriant valleys; I love her hardy, || and gone in solemn procession to the House of 
brave, and enterprising people; and need I tell || the President, and asked the liberation of that il- 
you and this committee that | love and honor and || |ustrious man. Would the gentleman from Ken- 
cherish in my heart of hearts that immortal man | tucky have hung back and lingered, and said, 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


that saved them all from capture? But the British 
army never entered New Orleans! 


And, aston- | 


ishing as it may be, that is to be used as an argu- | 


ment why this fine should not be refunded ! 

He then proceeded to say that he had listened 
to the gentleman who had last addressed the 
House, anxious to know on what ground he ob- 
jected to refunding this fine; and that gentleman’s 
argument was, that it was necessary to preserve 
the purity and independence of the judiciary. 
But was thet involved in the fate of this bill? 
What were they doing? They were suffering 
the judgment to stand against General Jackson; 
and by the passage of this bill, they were passing 
no reflection on Judge Hall. They were about 


sitaply to remit the fine, which was imposed | 


under circumstances whith this nation never did 
and never will sanction. Would, then, the pas- 
sage of this bill and the reversal of this judgment 
be a reflection on Judge Hall? Not in the slight- 
est degree. It would not affect any one in New 
Orleans; it would take nothing from the treasury 
of that city; for it would take the money to re- 
fund to General Jackson the fine which he paid 
from the Treasury of the country; and he must 
be permitted to say that, with his views on this 
subject he could never hope for lasting and per- 
manent prosperity to this country so long as that 
money was kept in its Treasury. Hoe desired, 
then, to take this ill-gotten money from the na- 
tional ‘Treasury and surrender it to General Jack- 
son; and who was there on this floor that would 
refuse to do that? No right-minded, no right- 
hearted man, in his humble judgment, would re- 
fuse to surrender it. It was too enormous a fine; 
and he should like to see the man on this floor 
that would refuse to give it back. Did they be- 
lieve that General Jackson had no right to declare 
martial law? Did they believe that he declared 
martial law for any other than patriotic motives? 
No, certainly; for he did not believe there was a 
man on that floor that would accord to General 
Jackson any other than the highest, the noblest, 
the most patriotic motive in what he did towards 
the defense of New Orleans; and, therefore, no 
one could, consistently, refuse to refund the 
money. 

Had gentlemen turned their attention to Gen- 
geral Jackson’s own exposition of his views and 
position in declaring martial law? They were 


to be found in his defense; and it was a noble de- || 


fense. On that occasion he appeajed to Heaven, 
and made the solemn averment that, in declaring 
martial law, he was influenced by no desire but 
to save the city and serve his country. And if 
these were his motives, (and no man, he thought, 
would question them,) why should a fine of one 
thousand dollars have been imposed upon him? 
A nominal fine would have been sufficient for 
every purpose. Why, in the judgment of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scnenck,] and ac- 
cording to the argument of the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Barnarp,] and of every gen- 
tleman who had opposed this bill, a nominal fine 


| the gentleman from the Hermitage district, if he 


, lature of that State ; and he had every reason to 


| of this fine. 


| ing. 


refunding this fine was intended to benefit Mr. 


| to their own views; and he called upon them to 
| give it back—not as a bounty, notas a donation, | 


| won for himself and for his country imperishable 


as an act of national justice, required by the na- 
| tional honor, and give it back cheerfully and with- 


out hesitation. And it should be done to-day. || place in cases of rebellion or invasion—when the 


would have answered every purpose on that |! 


occasion; fifty dollars, or one hundred dollars, 
would have answered as well as one thousand 
dollars. He insisted that the fine was enorm- 
ous; and on that point, he repeated, every gentle- 
man upon that floor, even those that opposed the 
bill, concurred with him; and hence he claimed 
its return to General Jackson. They were dis- 
puting about the fine imposed on the victorious 


general of the battle of New Orleans, of one thou- |! 


sand dollars. But suppose that General Jackson 
had been thrown intoa dungeon for three months, 
instead of being subjected to a fine; suppose the 
mail which brought the news of the victory of 
New Orleans had also brought intelligence that 
the victorious general had been thrown into the 


| fine. 


| 

| 

| 

| heads, but in casting their votes eer consulted | 
e 

| 

! 


_ No, a part of the fame of General Jackson is my || 


fame and of my people’s fame, and he shall not be || 
turned out, lest it tarnish that fame? And would || 


had been here at that time, have said, I will go 
and ask for the liberation of General Jackson, for 
it will strike down the noblest monument of his 
fame? No; for then every American bosom 





throbbed with the warmest gratitude; there would i 


| 


i 


i 


have been no halting, no hesitation, no holding || 


money when thirty years had rolled round. When 
the memory of General Jackson’s services was | 
fresh, and when every American heart glowed |) 
with gratitude towards him, all men and all par- || 
ties would have rushed to the White House, and | 
they would have implored Mr. Madison to re- | 
lease him from bondage. | 

He had heard read at the Clerk’s table to-day, 
one form of an amendment to the proposition be- | 
| 
| 


back, such as they there saw in relation to this | 


i 


fore the committee, in which there wasa long list 
of States that had demanded the remission of this 
The committee could not know with what 
infinite pain he reflected on the fact that the State 
of Tennessee was not to be found in that list. 
The subject, however, was now before the Legis- 
believe, that before many days elapsed, instruc- 
tions would come to the Senators in the United 
States Senate from Tennessee, on that subject, 
and then they would find that Tennessee had en- 





ed this act of justice. 
Tennessee, let him be permitted to call the atten 
tion of the committee to one overwhelming fact. |; 
His honorable colleagues had addressed the || 
committee; and through the whole of their argu- 
ments they had carefully made known to the Com- || 
mittee that they meant to vote for the refunding || 
He was glad to hear them say it; 
but why did they do so? One of his colleagues || 
said that all this refunding of the money was a |) 
humbug, but he meant to vote for it notwithstand- |! 
He also said thatall this declamation about || 


Van Buren in his struggle for the Presidency; and | 
yet he meant to vote for it. Was there nothing | 
remarkable in his position? He could well un- || 


derstand it. His honorable colleagues were citi- |! 
zens, and honored citizens, of Tennessee; and in 
making their speeches they had consulted their 


their hearts. They had American hearts, and 
every pulsation prompted them to give back this 
money. The fine was enormous, even according 


but to give it back toa noble patriot, who had |, 


honors, on the ple& of gratitude, to pass the bill || 


| 
| 
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"Sir, I love that West. It was || heroic general, who had won so much renown for ] to this subj 


; and if he. were to allow it to pam 


|| in silence, he should not do what his constituey,, 
would ex from him on that floor. He was 


| in hopes, when this bill was first brought unde, 
| the consideration of the House by the honoral,|, 
| gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr.C.J. Incey. 
| SOLL,] that there would not have been one wor; 
of opposition raised against it. It was presented 
in the most unobjectionable form; and he did no; 
think there would have been found a single mem. 
ber on that floor, whether Whig or Democra; 
that would not have been ready to perfect tha: 
act of justice to-a public benefactor by recordine 
his vote in favor of this bill. He was willing 1, 
leave the issue between the deceased judge and 
the commanding general to be determined by pos- 
terity; and he wished it not to be said that they 
whoacted with him had drawn it into this debate. 
It had been brought there by the amendment of 
the honorable gentleman from Georgia, [Mr, 
serene by the conduct of the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Barwnarp.} If they passed 
this bill as it was originally presented by the gen. 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. C. } Incer- 
sOLL,] they did not pretend to determine on the 
correctness of the conduct of either the judge or 
the commanding general; they merely restored to 
a public benefactor that which he had paid into 
the Treasury; and by so doing, they would but 
be following out precedents of this Government 
which had been made on numerous occasions, 
What was the character of the amendment of 
the honorable gentleman from Georgia? It had 
been charged that they had, hyena-like, gone to 





| the grave and disintered the mortal remains of the 
| deceased judge; but he asserted that it was the 
| gentlemen on the opposite side who, hyena-like— 


pee see done this; for that animal sought 
rolled herself in the list of States that had demand- |! only 


the mortal part of man, while the gentlemen 


And while speaking of || opposite were endeavoring to put in issue that 
| which was immortal. 


He had heard the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Barnarp] talk of 
** licking this bill into shape.’? Such he did not 


| think was the courteous language that should be 


addressed to the people’s Representatives on this 
floor. The gentleman from New York imputed 
a degree of sycophancy to the honorable mem- 
bers there, of which, if such language had been 
used out of this Hall, a different notice might 
have been taken. He was governed by no such 
motive. He came there to vote with no party on 


‘| any question of this character; and he absolved 


himself from all party allegiance on those ques- 
tions on that floor. He was an independent Rep- 
resentative, so far as his action on that subject 
was concerned. An honorable gentleman from 
Tennessee said they wanted to make political 
capital for Mr.:Van Buren. Now, he did noteven 
know that he should vote for Mr. Van Buren. 
Before he did so, that system of legalized plun- 
der now put upon this country must be removed. 
Something had been said about the hickory and 
misletoe, but it did not possess even the merit of 
originality; for it was but a part of the declama- 
tion of 1840 that was belched forth again with 


| additional vituperation. 


The suspension of the habeas corpus, which 
had ever been recognized under all free govern- 
ments as the bulwark of liberty, could only take 


The hanorable gentleman from Ohio, who had || public safety absolutely required it to be suspend- 
last addressed the committee, had fixed another || ed. That was the limitation; and it was import- 
day; but the right day would never come to that |' ant to contemplate another point, viz: that the 
gentleman, and others who entertained like views; || Constitution secures to every State a repuBlican 


they would not agree to any period of time as || 


form of government. He admitted that there 


wes at which to surrender this money. They | were but few cases which would authorize 
i } 


ad got the glory of General Jackson’s achieve- 
ments, and they warted to keep his money too; 
and hence they would not agree on a time to sur- 
render the ill-gotten treasure. But this was the 
day to do it—a day rendered illustrious in our 





} 


| commander in this country to suspend the writ 
| of habeas corpus. 
| and they were above all law; they existed ante- 
| cedent to the adoption of the Constitution and 


But there were such cases, 


the formation of the Government. He contended 


annals. He wished it to be distinctly understood || that the facts, as they existed in this case, fully 


that he wanted the bill as it was, without a clause } 
applying censure to any one. If, however, gen- || 
tlemen were so desirous to have amendments || 
made, he confessed that he was ready to pro- 
nounce a censure on Judge Hall. 


justified General Jackson; and the gentleman 
might as well attempt to turn the course of the 
Mississippi, as to endeavor to alter the public 


! verdict which had been rendered by seventeen 





dungeons of Louisiana—if, when the victorious || 
army returned from the defense of Louisiana, | 
the general lad thus been detained behind: how | 
long did they su pose Mr. Madison, the then 

President of the Cited States, would have al- || to be very brief with the remarks which he should 
lowed him to remain there? Why, the very || make on this occasion. He came from a State, 
moment the news arrived at the capital that their || however, many of whose citizens feltgreatly alive 


Mr. BELSER said, as the time allowed to him 


ing the hour at which this bill should be taken 
out of committee, was so short, he was impelled 


by the rules of the House, and the resolution fix- || 


|| States of this Union in justification of General 
, Jackson. 

In rd to the doctrine of contempt of court 
|| to which the gentleman had alluded, the charges 
| must be specific. ‘A bill of discovery could not 
| be filed, to make a man give evidence aguins* 
| himself; and General Jackson was properly sup 
' ported by the law and the Constitution when he 
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* refused toanswer to the interrogatories which were || not even allow Congress to do it, except in cases he had no recollection of ever making before, and 
ite ropounded to him. Besides, General Jackson || of rebellion or invasiori. for which he very seldom voted. As he was about 
as acted upon the advice of a lawyer, and that ought } Mr. HALE addressed the House for a few | to submit a motion for the previous question, it 
? to excuse him before this House. Suppose Gen- || minutes in support of the bill, going over the | would be in bad taste to precede it with a speech. 
le eral Jackson were arraigned before a jury to an- || — on which he stood in giving his vote in But he felt bound to answer one question which 
> swer the charge of false imprisonment; was there || favor of this bill, and then expressing himself had been reiterated until he was tired of its repe- 
rd a jury on the face of the earth that could render | somewhat pointedly on the difficulty of under- tition. It had been often demanded, with much 
‘d a verdict against him upon the testimony which | standing what was contempt, with illustrations | emphasis, why the dominant party had so long 
ot pas been adduced? A jury could notdoit. || by the recital of punishments for contempt. He | delayed this act of justice? why we had so long 
» The first great question to be decided was, did | made some other remarks, and concluded with | slumbered over this matter? ‘To all this, there 
t, the circumstances in which General Jackson was | the observation that the people were speaking on was one plain and natural answer. It was sup- 
Mt Jaced present such an extremity as authorized | this subject the spontaneous language of the heart. posed that by some means the party politically 
3 the declaration of martial law? This being the; Mr. A. JOHNSON next addressed the com-| opposed to General Jackson might get into power, 
'o case, Judge Hall had no right to enter within the | mittee, and spoke until the hour of four o’clock, | even during his life time, and that it would be 
d limits of the camp with his writ of habeas corpus. | which was fixed by the House to terminate de- |, good taste for them to have the opportunity to 
> There could be no contempt offered him, because | bate. show their magnanimity on this question. They 
y he had no right to go there with his writ; the |) Mr. BARNARD withdrew the amendment |, have had the opportunity, and have failed, or 
- civil authority had been suspended; and when he | which he had offered. rather refused to embrace it, and we are under no 
f attempted to interfere with the discipline of the | Mr. FRENCH then proposed to amend the | obligations to wait any longer. They can never 
. camp, he was an intruder, and should have been | original bill by adding that General Jackson, in || expect to have any other chance, and must not 
. treated precisely as he was treated. the measures he adopted for the defense of New |, complain if we do it ourselves. The sooner we 
d With respect to the judiciary, he disclaimed | Orleans, did nothing more than his duty; but it |, do it now the better, and I therefore call the pre- 
, any intention of speaking lightly of that depart- | being decided by the Chairman to be out of order | vious question. . 
Z ment of the Government. In his opinion, it was || at that time, Mr. F. withdrew the motion. The demand for the previous question having 
, the right arm of the Government. Destroy the | The committee then rose, and the bill was re- been seconded, and the main question ordered, 
. judiciary, and its balance would be lost. | ported to the House without amendm®nt. The question on reconsideration was taken, 
, As for himself, he would vote for the bill pre- | The question was then taken upon the follow- | and rejected without a division. 
, cisely as it was introduced by the gentleman from || ing amendment of Mr. Sternens: The House then adjourned. 
, Pennsylvania. He was not prepared tosay that || ‘That the sum of $1,000, together with interest thereon, SE 
t Judge Hall did not act from correct motives; and || at the rate of six per cent. per annum, since the 3lst day of The fellibwing nevioes Of pattdions prenehted tides were 
¢ he would not, therefore, vote for anything which Beeercek cal irthe hae sored ae ——- handed to the reporters by the members presenting them : 
i would serve to throw discredit on his memory. | Andrew Jackson; and the same be paid to him out of any By Mr. RELFE: The petition of Adam L. Mills, for pay- 
Mr. STEENROD said he did not think it was || moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated ; it | ment of moneys withheld from him by the Post Office De- 

) the design of the Democratic party in that House, |, being the amount of a fine paid by him for a contempt of |, partment, for carrying the United States mail; which was 
, as had been said by gentlemen on the other side, || the district court of the United States at New Orleans, at | referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
, . . . . | the time aforesaid: Provided, That nothing herein con- || Roads. 

to make of this bill political capital. He could || tained shall be intended to be so construed as to imply any |, _By Mr. KING, of New York : The petition of inhabitants 
; answer for himself, and he thought he might also |) censure upon the judge who imposed said fine, or in any | of St. Lawrence county, New York, for a revision of the 
answer for the party, that they had no such mo- || way to question the propriety of his decision in said case. = war HALL io Fon metsinm of Abia Tilden ke 
tives as those attributed to them. But what mo- The amendment was negatived—ayes 38, noes ind alee one other firms, sad Buniel B. Srone and ninety- 

tives ought to be attributed to those gentlemen | 122. two others, all merchants of Bangor, Maine, to have Ban- 


who declared they would vote for the bill, and yet | 
made speeches against it? What capital was 
likely to be made by the Democratic party out of 
this bill? The last Whig Congress refused to pass | 
the bill, because there were amendments; and | 
now the Democratic party were to make capital | 


by pagsing the bill without amendments! If the || 


bill SRould be defeated, the everlasting displeasure | 
of the people of this country would rest upon those | 
by whose means it was defeated; for if there was 
any measure which could come before Congress | 
which would awaken a feeling of patriotism, it 
was this one. General Jackson was too nearly 
connected with the defense and the glory of this 





country, to be treated with indignity. He was | 


held too high in the estimation of his countrymen, 
to be neglected by the Representatives of the peo- | 
ple in that House. 
Mr. S. then took a view of the condition of the | 
city of New Orleans, the forces of the enemy that | 
met it, the available means at the general’s dis- | 
posal, and the difficulties and dangers that he had 
to encounter, to show how imperative it was on | 
him, in order to meet the great responsibilities | 
that rested on him, to exercise the greatest firm- 
ness and vigor to arrest treason and disaffection, | 
and prevent it from spreading. He showed that | 
at the time Louallier was arrested, General Jack- 
son’s army had been greatly reduced by deser- | 
tions, by the expiration of the men’s service, and | 
by-the release of numbers availing themselves of | 
the certificates of the French consul; and that the | 
enemy, so far from having relinquished their de- 
signs on the city, had refused to accede to a truce, | 
and still meditated another blow, to retrieve the | 


disgrace of their defeat. Under these circum- | 
stances, had General Jackson hesitated in assum- 
ing the responsibilities he did, his army might 


Mr. THOMPSON then moved the previous 
question; but said he would withdraw his motion 
for the previous question, in order to give the gen- 

' tleman from Georgia an opportunity to offer his 
amendment as a substitute, provided he desired 

| to debate the question. 

Mr. STEPHENS thanked the gentleman for 


| his courtesy. He had been endeavoring to get | 
the floor for the purpose of offering some reasons | 


why his amendment should be substituted, but he 
had not succeeded. 

' Mr. SCHENCK said he hoped an opportunity 
would be given to record their votes upon the 
amendment of the gentleman from Georgia. 

The demand for the previous question having 


been seconded, the main question, which was | 
/upon the engrossment of the bill, was then put 


| and carried. 

were ordered; and, being taken, resulted—yeas 
158, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Ashe, Barringer, Beardsley, 


| Belser, Benton, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James Black, 
James A. Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, 


Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Milton | 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buffington, Burke, Burt, Cald- | 
| well, Campbell, Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus | 


| A. Chapman, Chilton, Clingman, Ciipton, Cobb, Coles, 


| Cross, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Jolin W. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, | 
Dillingham, Douglas, Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Far- | 


| lee, Ficklin, Florence, Foster, French, Frick, Gilmer, Wil- 
lis Green, Byrain Green, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, 
Hardin, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Houston, 
Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, 
| Charles J. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Periey 
| B. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kennedy, 
Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lewis, 


|, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, MeCausien, Maclay, McClelland, 


| McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Mathews, 
| Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Murphy, Nes, Newton, 


' Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Patterson, Payne, Peyton, Elisha 


have been dispersed, and the city left defense- || R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Ramsey, Rathbun, Almon 


less. 
Mr. SEVERANCE briefly opposed the bill, and | 
declared that he did so on principle. He denied | 


Ritter, Rogers, Russell, St. 


Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Simp- | 


son, Slidell, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 


the power of General Jackson to declare martial |) Steenrod, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Styles, 


law, and that, consequently he exceeded his au- || 


Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tib- 
batts, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Williams, 


thority in imprisoning Louallier and Judge Hall. | Wiikins, Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—158. 


He contended that Judge Hall strictly did his duty 
as a just judge. He cared not whether the judge 
was born in England, Ireland, or Africa; he gave 
a just judgment, such as should have been given 
by an American judge; and he should, by his vote, 
show his approbation of hisconduct. He would 
never consent that a military commander should 
assume to himself the power of suspending the 


| NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Jeremiah Brown, 
| Carroll, Chappell, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Fish, Foot, 





|| Daniel P. King, Mclivaine, Morse, Moseley, Phenix, Rod- 
| ney, Schenck, Severance, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, 
|| Vinton, and Winthrop—2s. 

|\ Mr. BIDLACK then moved a reconsideration 
| of the vote upon the passage of the bill. He did 
| Not rise to cuntinue the debate, but to endeavor 





Upon the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays | 


| H. Read, Charlies M. Reed, David S. Reid, Reding, . Relfe, | 
John, Sample, Saunders, Senter, | 


| Giddings, Grider, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenks, | 


gor established as a port of entry and clearance; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. LABRANCHE: The petitions of citizens of the 
parishes of Terrebonne, Ascention,and Donaldsonville State 
of Louisiana, remonstrating against the removal of the sur- 
veyor general’s otlice from Donaldsonville to Baton Rouge ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana: The petition of «’. G. 
Morehouse and sixty-five others, citizens of Indiana and 
lilinois, praying that the Congress of the United States 
would grant to the State of Indiana the vacant lands in the 
Vincennes land district, in Indiana, for the continuation of 
the Wabash and Erie canal from Terre Haute to Evans 
ville, on the Ohio river. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of John Francis and one 
thousand two hundred and sixty-five others, citizens cf 
northern Indiana, praying that Congress, at an early day, 
will make adequate and suitabl? appropriation for continu- 
ing the construction of the harbor at Michigan City, on 
Lake Michigan, in the State of Indiana. 

By Mr. WELLER: The petition of Hiram McNutt and 
two bundred and twenty others, citizens of the southeast- 
ern part of Ohio, praying Congress to make an appropria 
tion for the continuation of the Cumberland road; which 
was referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. SMITH, of [liinois : The petition of John Bouch- 
er, a soldier in the late war, praying arrears of pension; 
|| which was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

Also, the petition of William McCauley, a soldier in the 
late war, praying a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PHOENIX: The memorial of stock owners, mer- 
ohants, and traders, in the city of New York, asking for 
| the extension of the privilege of drawback ; which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on Commerce, together with the 
papers on file relating to that subject. 
Also, the petition of Louis Struller, for return of duties, 
| &e., improperly made by Seigert & Struller, of New York ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Also, the memorial and petition of merchants end man- 
ufacturers in the city of New York, asking for a modifica- 
tion of the rates of duties on such articles as shall seem 
compatible with the best interests of the country; which 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
By Mr. DODGE: Six petitions, numerously signed, ask- 
ing Congress to establish a mail route from Prairieville, 
| Wisconsin Territory, via Genesee, North Prairie, Eagle 
Prairie, White Water, Port Atkinson, and Snell’s Lake, to 

, Madison, the seat of government in said Territory ; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, two petitions, asking Congress to establish a mail 
| route from Mequanago, via Eagle Prairic, White Water, 
| and Port Atkinson, to Madison, the seat of government; 
| which were referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, two memorials, numerously sigzed uy the citizens 
| of the Territory, asking Congress fr an appropriauca for a 
|| ruad from Sheboygan, via Winnebago lake, to Pon river ; 
| also, for an appropriation for that of the United States 
| road between Fond du Lae and Green Bay; which were 
| referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, a petition of the inhabitants of Racine county, ask- 
|| ing Congress for an er oN for.a harbor at the mouth 
|| ef Root river, town of ine, Territory of Wisconsin ; 

Which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
| Algo, the petition of Joseph Dinen, of Grant county, Ter 


writ of habeas corpus, when the Constitution does || to put an end to it, by making a motion which |. ritory of Wisconsin, for back pension, for a wound received 
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in the service of the United States ; which was referred to {| 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of James B. Estis, of lowa county, Ter- | 
ritory of Wisconsin. asking Congress for remuneration for | 
property destroved and services rendered the United States | | 
during the Sac and Pox war of 1832; which was referred |! 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of Roxana Evans, asking Congress to 
make an appropriation to remunerate her for the loss of 

roperty destroyed by the British,on the 13th of December, 
Ta. at Lewistown, in the State of New York ; which was 


referred to the Committee of Claims. | 
Also, the petition of John McNear, asking Congress to | 

grant him a pension from the time he was wounded in the 

service of the United States, from July 21, 1832, until March 


8, 1834; which was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 


IN SENATE. 
Turspay, January 9, 1844. 


Mr. Sevier appeared in his seat to-day, having 

recovered from his indisposition. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from | 
Samuel Stokes and others, of Monroe and Car- | 
bon counties, Pennsylvania, praying for the es- 
tablishment of a mail-route from Stroudsburg, | 
Monroe county, to Lehigh Water Gap, in Car- 
bon county. Also, a petition from inhabitants 
of Warren county, Peonsylvania, praying for a | 
reduction of the rates of postage; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
asking for an appropriation for the completion of 
the works for the improvement of the harbor of | 
Erie; which was referred to the Committee on |! 
Commerce. 

Also, a petition from Jesse Biddle, a soldier in 
the late war, praying for a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from 
Charles Crocker and others, of the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, suggesting alterations and a reduction | 
in the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a petition from in- | 
habitants of Pennsylvania, praying for a post | 
route from Washington, Pennsylvania, to Steu- | 
benville, Ohio; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 

Mr. JARNAGIN presented a memorial from 
Jordan L. Mott, of the city of New York, accom- | 
panied by a pamphlet descriptive of stoves, fur- 
naces, bath tubs, and ventilators, which was 
printed for the purpose of circulation through the | 
mail. He represents that the postmaster of the | 
city of New York decided that the pamphlet was | 
subject to letter postage. He prays action by || 
Congress upon the subject; which was referred | 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Roads. | 

Mr. PORTER presented a series of resolutions, 
adopted ata public meeting of citizens of New 
Buffalo, on the subject of the construction of a 
harbor for the protection of commerce on the || 
southeastern part of Lake Michigan, and recom- || 
mending New Buffalo to the consideration of Con- | 
gress, and asking for an appropriation for a har- || 
bor there; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial from Julius Eldred, praying 
Congress to indemnify him for the copper mass 
recently transported from Lake Superior to Wash- 
ington city, which he said was found on land | 
occupied by him previous to its cession to the | 
United States by the Indians. He represents that 
an officer, under the direction of the War Depart- | 
ment, took possession of it. He prays that, | 
unless the Government compensate him for the || 
copper, and the expenses attending its removal, 
he may be put in possession of it again; which | 
was caared Sp the Committee on Public Lands. | 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition from 
Eber S. Ward, representing that some error had | 
been committed in a contract of his for carryin 
the mail, and asks thatauthority may be conferre 
on the Postmaster General to correct the error; | 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post | 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a petition from the 
representatives of Dr. George Yates, who was a | 


surgeon ’s mate in the army of Washington, ask- || 
ing for compensation; which was referred to the | 
Comuinittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SEVIER presented certain documents in | 





| adopted at a convention held in the city of New 


| and Arkansas. 


| Printing, reported in favor of printing certain | 


| act of the 2d March, 1833, usually called the com- 
+| promise act, and to modify the existing duties 


| had instructed him to ask that it 


_ tution, to raise revenue. 
might be a disposition on the part of the Senate, 


| Senate. 







relation to the claim of F. A. Kerr, for compen- 
sation for enrolling and subsisting indigent In- 
dians; which were referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial, 


York by the representatives of the claimants for 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; || 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
telations. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SEMPLE, on leave, introduced a bill to 
grant a portion of the public lands to the State of 
Illinois, for the purpose of aiding in the comple- 
tion of the Illinois and Michigan canal; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. TAPPAN, on leave, introduced a bill to 
repeal an act entitled an act to amend the act of 
the 20th March, 1838, entitled an act changing 
the time of holding the circuit and district courts 
of the State of Ohio; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. PHELPS, on leave, introduced a bill to 
repeal the agt approved the 23d August, 1842, 
entitled an act to provide for the satisfaction of 
claims arising under the fourteenth and nineteenth 
articles of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, 
concluded in September, 1832; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Indian 


| Affairs. 


Mr. MILLER, on leave, introduced a bill reg- 
ulating the issuing and return of writs and other 
processes in the county of Alexandria, in the 


|| District of Columbia; which was read twice, and 


referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. SEMPLE, on leave, introduced a bill to 
extend the national road to the city of Alton, on 
the Mississippi river; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. FULTON gave notice that he would, on | 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to sur- | 
render to the States of Missouri and Arkansas | 
certain public lands, reported to be not worth the 
expense of survey, for the purpose of increasing 





the value of other public lands. 

Mr. JARNAGIN gave notice that he would, 
on to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to in- 
crease the salary of the district judge of eastern, 
middle, and western Tennessee. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported back, with amend- 
ments, the bill for the adjustment of land claims 
in the States of Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, 





The amendments were ordered to be printed. 
Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on 


reports. 
THE COMPROMISE ACT. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had beeg referred the bill to revive the 


upon foreign imports in conformity to its provis- 
ions, stated that the committee had had the bill 
under consideration; and that a majority of them 

a discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 
The committee came to this conclusion on the 
impression that the bill could not originate in the 
Senate, being one, in the meaning of the Consti- 


Supposing that there 


and especially on the part of the Senator (Mr. 
McDvrrie} who introduced the bill, to discuss 
this question, the committee had instructed him 
to report a resolution for the consideration of the 
The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the bill entitled “A bill to revive the act 
of the 2d March, 1833, usually called the compromise act, 
and to modify the existing duties upon foreign imports in 
conformity with its provisions,”’ is a bill for raising revenue 
within the meaning of the seventh section of the first article 


of the Constitution, and cannot therefore originate in the 
Senate: Therefore, 


Resolved, That it be indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the consideration 
of the resolution was postponed till Thursday 
next, and it was made a special order for that 


day; and the bill and resolutions were ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was oy- 
dered that the petition of Warren Kingsley be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


LEASES OF LEAD MINES. 


Mr. BREESE moved that the report laid before 
the Senate a few days ago, (on the subject of 
leases of thelead mines,) and the report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury on yesterday, (exhib- 
iting the number of suits instituted by the United 
States against citizens of Illinois and Wisconsin, 
for alleged trespasses upon the public lands,) be 
printed. He remarked that he contemplated 
some action upon those reports, which was his 
reason for urging that they be printed. His 
motion was referred to the Committee on Prini- 
ing. 

TITLE TO OREGON. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. Sempre on 
yesterday came up for consideration, and was 
read, as follows; 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to give notice to the British Government that it is 
the desire of the Government of the United States to annul 
and abrogate the provisions of the third article of the con- 
vention concluded between the Government of the United 
States of America and his Britaniec Majesty the King of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. on the 
20th of October, 1818, and indefinitely continued by the 
convention between the same parties, signed at London, 
the 6th of August, 1827. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON made some remarks in 
favor of the postponement of the resolution, under 
a misconception of its reading, which were not 
distinctly heard. 

Mr. KING called for the reading of the reso- 
lution. 

It was read. 

Mr. SEMPLE said the object of the resolution 
was to act immediately; and so far as it was in- 
tended to express anything, it expresses that 
there should be a determination of the treaty in 
which it was agreed that there should be a joint 
occupation of the Oregon by the United States 
and England. So far as regarded himself, he 
wished to have the notice given, and an end ut 
to that treaty. The United States cannot do it 
in less than twelve months; and he, therefore, 
thought no time should be lost. He had no par- 
ticular objection to act on the suggestion of the 
honorable Senator from Connecticut. He in- 
tended himself to move a similar proposition, as 
he was well aware that the question was one re- 
quiring great deliberation, and one that might 
produce difficulties between the two nations. He 
was, therefore, willing that the resolution should 
be laid on the table until some future day, when 
he would move to take it up. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON remarked that, when the 
resolution was read, he supposed it to have refer- 
ence to putting an end to some of those treaties 
called reciprocity treaties, which operated so un- 
justly md unequally upon the navigating inter- 
ests of this country. If he had not mistaken the 
reading of the resolution, he should not have in- 
terfered with the honorable Senator trom Virginia, 
who was at the head of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. ; 

Mr. ARCHER was not aware of any objec- 
tion that could be made to the resolution on the 
ground that it could have any action of sufficient 
consequence to involve the poe of the country; 
for it appeared ‘to him, if the Senate intended to 
go into the subject of the settlement of the title to 
Oregon, that the course proposed by the resolu- 
tion should be the initiatory step. He thought it 
desirable, however, as the subject was one involv- 
ing very important considerations, that the reso- 
lution should go to a committee before final action 
upon it. He merely threw out this suggestion, 
not then intending to submit any such motion, 
although he might, on a future occasion, find it 
necessary to move its reference to the Committee 
on a Relations. He would go for the print- 
ing of the resolution, and the postponement to 
another day. 

Mr. KING was aware of the very important 
nature of the proposed resolution, and of the ne- 
cessity of giving to it the calmest and most delib- 
erate consideration; but, to enable the Senate to 
do so, he would suggest to his honorable friend 
that, instead of laying it on the table to be called 
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yp at a moment when the Senate was not pre- 
ared for it or expected it, he would name a day 
certain for its consideration. This course would 
enable the Senate to be prepared for the question; 
put if laid on the table as now proposed, it might 
be called on before that body had time to give to 
it the consideration it required. He therefore sug- 
gested that it be made the special order for a dis- 
ant day. 
: Mr. MOREHEAD concurred with the Sena- 
tor from Alabama as to the great and calm delib- 
eration which this ene demanded; and this, 
he thought, it would best meet with by the Sena- 
tor from Illinois adopting a different course; and 
that course, he suggested, would be a reference 
of the whole subject to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, in whose hands it should remain until 
the result of the pending or expected negotiations 
were made known. Then there would be no diffi- 
culty in acting on the resolution, if so recom- 
mended, or in deferring it indefinitely. He merely 
rose, now, for the purpose of submitting the mo- 
tion for its reference to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. SEMPLE said, although the question of 
reference was at some times of importance, he 
did not consider it necessary at the present mo- 
ment to entertain it. He did not believe that lay- 
ing the resolution on the table, to be brought up 
on a future day, would be productive of the in- 
convenience alluded to by the Senator from Ala- 
bama. It would not cause it to be brought up 
when the Senate was unprepared; but, on the 
contrary, if a certain day was named, and that 
ata distant period, (as weeks might elapse be- 
fore it would be ready for discussion,) Senators 
might, in the interim, forget the day, and come 
to its consideration as wholly unprepared as if no 
particular day had been named. In the latter 
case, the remedy wassimple; as, if not prepared, 
they could defer it until a day when they would 
be. He did not believe the Senate would be pre- 

red to go on with it for two or three weeks. 

e moved to lay the resolution on the table and 
print it. 

Mr. WALKER said that if it was in contem- 
plation, when the resolution came up for consid- 
eration, after being laid upon the table, to refer 
it to the Committee on Foreign Relations, he 
thought the proper course would be to refer it at 
once to that committee. That course would cer- 
tainly be the most expeditious one. If the reso- 
lution was of so much importance, it would be 
best to go before it now; or, if it be postponed, 
it should be to some day certain, not far ahead. 

Mr. SEMPLE said, if a postponement was 
insisted on, he had no objection to its being made 
a special order for Monday next. 

Mr. HAYWOOD was understood to suggest 
whether the entertaining of any resolution upon 
the subject of the Oregon would not be inconsist- 
ent with the action of the Senate yesterday, when 
it solemnly decided they had no right to the in- 
formation desired by the resolution rejected; thus 
tacitly declaring that it was not competent for the 
Senate, in its legislative capacity, to call, for it. 
He submitted, with great diffidence, whether, if 
the Senate consented to entertain the question, it 
would not involve great inconsistency of action, 
and violate the precedent established yesterday ? 
Believing that it would, he moved that the reso- 
lution be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. SEMPLE oe this suggestion would be 
more proper when the resolution came up for 
consideration. The resolution was not now under 
consideration, but the proposition was to post- 
pone its consideration till Monday next. The 
time to consider the suggestions of the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina would be when the 
resolution came up on its merits. He much pre- 
ferred that the resolution should be postponed till 
Monday next, and then the proposition to post- 


pone indefinitely could be entertained. But if 


the gentleman persisted in his motion, he would 
demand the yeas and nays, 

Mr. BUCHANAN suggested to the Senator 
from North Carolina, that it would be better not 
to press his motion; it could as well be brought 
forward on Monday; the interim would give to 
Senators time to think. For his own part, he was 
ready at all times to give his advice for annulling 
the treaty in question; it ought to have been done 
long since. Certainly, to give the notice required 
by the treaty, could not have an injurious bear- 
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ing upon the negotiations about to be started upon | Mr. DEAN, in pursuance of notice heretofore 
| this question. He did not know that the further || given, introduced a bill to reduce and regulate the 
| consideration of the subject was wholly uncalled || compensation of the members of the Senate and 
| for, as, for all he knew, the notice may have been || House of Representatives of the United States, 
| already given. Whether they should give their || and of the Delegates of the Territories, and certain 
advice in legislative or executive session, was || officers and other persons in the pay and service 
|| another question. He hoped the honorable Sen- || of the FederalGovernment; which was read twice, 
|| ator would withdraw his motion, and allow the || and referred to the select committee on retrench- 
;, consideration of the resolution to stand over till || ment. 

|| Monday. || Mr. BIDLACK, in pursuance of notice hereto- 
|| After afew further remarks by Messrs. RIVES, || fore given, introduced a bill for the establishment 
|| ARCHER, MOREHEAD, MERRICK, and | ofa national foundery for the fabrication of can- 
|| HAYWOOD, upon the subject, the latter gen- || non for the use of the Army and Navy of the 
|| leman withdrew his motion for the indefinite || United States; which was referred to a select com- 
| postponement of the resolution; atthe same time | mittee. 

| giving notice that, if his mind was not changed || 
| before it again came up for consideration, he 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

. ; con, BE || ~=6Mr. SLID eC ittee ’rivate 
| would introducea resolution embodying his opin- | rand Claime, made a report upon the petition of 
|| ion on the question he had started. t aie’ dea ’ r hig 

| Th ti si tals . ch Se citizens of Louisiana, accompanied by a bill (No. 
| fu “pe ae “de ae ea ed a Peal the 1€ || 23) to provide for the adjustment of land claims 
‘a Sot ee Ned 7 md aM . oe ull Mon- || within the States of Missouri, Arkansas, Louis- 
ae te Re Pee ee RE. || iana, and the Territory of lowa, &c., in those 

PENSION OF INDIANS. || parts of the States of Mississippi and Alabama 
1} P PI 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. | 80uth of the thirty-first degree of north latitude, 
Anson yesterday @came up in order, and was and between the Mississippi and Perdido rivers; 
| adopted: r : which was read and committed to the Committee 
|| of the Whole House to-morrow. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate, if in his power so to do, : : 
whether any of the Indian tribes, or any of the Indians || of Ways and Means, reported a bill (No. 26) to 
resident within the territorial limits of the United States, H fix the value of the florin of Austria at the custom- 


| are in the seceipt, periodically or occasionally, of any pen- |! : . ‘« 
E pay, Or present, in money or other things, from the |} houses of the United States; which was read 


British Government ; and if so. he be requested to state the || twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
particulars ; also, whether the Government of the United || House to-morrow. 

States have had any correspondence with the British Gov- 
ernment in relation to that matter; and, in that event, that | 
je be requested to lay before the Senate acopy of such cor- | 
respondence. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


On motion of Mr. HUNT, the following reso- 
; : . } |, lution was adopted: 
GENERAL JACKSON §S FINE. | Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 


| . - || municate to this House a statement show tl ‘ 
|| A message was received from the House in- to thin Boace & statement showing We Seine 


: , || heretofore expended in improving the Oak Orchard harbor, 
|| forming the Senate of the passage Of the bill to | in the State of New York, with an estimate of the amount 


refund the fine imposed on Gengral Jackson, || required to complete the same ; and that he also communi- 


=} 2 : | cate such information as may be in his possé@ssion re et- 
| and asking the concurrence of the Senate in the || in the € tn al ‘eaninies of the S contied mmnaa 
| game. | 08 ’ y F : 


3 : : || by the Government, for the prosecution of said improve- 
The bill was taken up; and, being read twice, || ment. , 


was, on motion of Mr. WALKER, referred to|| On motion of Mr. PAYNE, the following res- 
the Committee on the Judiciary. | olution was adopted: 
IRA DAY. Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
The adverse report of the Committee on the || to inquire into the expediency of providing for the more ad- 
7 ~ || equate compensation of pension agents. 
Post Office and Post Roads, on the claim of Ira || “a alin of Mr HOGE ede 
Day, come for consideration; but wane the || Resolved, That os Sec retary a War be requested to 
: . solved, » Sec 1 - ? 
motion of Mr. UPHAM, laid on the table. communicate to this House a copy of the report of Captain 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. | William A. Bell, of the ordnance bureau, in the fall of 1842, 
| 


° he subject of the eral lands of the U Missi 

Da suction of fie. HUNTINGTON, the Sen- } a subject of the mineral lands of the Upper Missis 

ate proceeded to the consideration of executive || RULES OF THE HOUSE. 

business; and after some time spent therein, the || . 

Senate adjourned. P ; || Mr.McDOWELL rose for the purpose of offer- 
|| ing a resolution; when 


« Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the orders of the 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | day. 

Tvespay, January 9, 1844. | Mr. BARNARD desired the sponses con- 

; sent of the House to passa resolution, which had 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | been offered by him a few days ago, calling upon 

NOTICES OF BILLS. || the myers of War for information which was 

Mr. HOGE gave notice that he would, at an || NOW wante by the Committee of Ways and 
early day, introduce a bill providing for the im- || : ‘ 

mediate sale of the reserved unsold lands of the || The SPEAKER remarked that the gentleman 

Government upon the Upper Mississippi, and || from Ohio [Mr. McDowext] was in possession 

| for other purposes. 





|| of the floor when the order of the day was called 
| Mr. H. also gave notice that he would intro- || by the gentleman from Tennessee. 
| duce a bill to establish a port of entry at the city || Mr. WISE inquired of the Speaker whether the 
| of Galena, in the State of Illinois. | report of the Committee on Rules was the sub- 
Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, gave notice for leave || ject first in order? Being answered in the affirm- 
to introduce bills with the following titles: | ative, i 
A bill to create the city of Alton a port of | Mr. WISE said he had a request to make; 
entry; | which was, that he might be permitted to submit 
bill for the relief of Pierre McNard, the legal || @ Minority report. : 
Se ee ren foeehh | Mr. ADAMS repeated the call which had been 
|| made by Mr. C. Jounson for the orders of the 


| Placy; and / 
} A. bill for the relief of David A. Kenson. || day. The question had been postponed and staved 
|| off fora week past. Two motions were now 


| BILLS INTRODUCED. 1 pending in relation to the report of the committee; 


Mr. WENTWORTH, in pursuance of notice | and now, after there had been discussion upon 
| heretofore given, introduced a bill granting an 1 those motions, a further delay was desired by the 
additional quantity of land to the State of Illi- || gentleman from Virginia, for the purpose of al- 
nois to aid in the completion of the Illinois and '| lowing him and other members of the committee 
Michigan canal. || to make a minority report. He thought it was 
Mr. TIBBATTS, on leave, and in pursuance | certainly a very unusual request. — 
of notice given, introduced a bill to aadbeaciae the || Mr. WISE said the gentleman misapprehended 
purchase of the residue of the stock held by in- || him. He did not ask for poe Sener He 
dividual stockholders in the Lovisville and Port- || only askzd the leave of the House to put in a re- 
land Canal Company, and to make the navigation || port. ‘ Z 
of said canal free from toll; which was read twice, Mr. ADAMS said, if it would occasion no de- 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. lay, he had no sort of objection that the gentle- 





| representative of Antoine Peltiers and Joseph 
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man should have leave to put in his report, but | der, Hale, Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Herrick, Hub- 


the pending question being for the recommitment 
of the report, if that motion should be decided 
affirmatively, the gentleman would not be under 
the necessity of making a minority report; be- 
cause the commitment would throw the matter 
back before the committee. 

Leave was granted to introduce the minority 
report; and the House then proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the order of the day. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN, who had the floor, ob- 
served that the proposition of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Wrse,] to submit a minority re- 


1} 
| 
\ 


bell, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. | 
Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, | 
Jenks, Perley B. Jolinson, Andrew Johnson, Preston King, || 


ERD CONGR EON AL CLOSE. 





January 9, 


an 


my as any one, he was as desirous as any wen. 


| deman in that House that the expenditures of th. 


Government should be diminished so far ag was 


Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lyon, Maclay, Me- || consistent with a proper regard for the further. 


ward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Morse, Moseley, Nes, Par- 
menter, Patterson, Peyton, Pheenix, Elisha R. Potter, Em- 
ery D. Potter, Pratt, Ramsey, Rathbun, Charles M. Reed, 


| Ritter, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Severance, || 


| Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Albert | 


port,in his humble judgment greatly affected the | 


uestion before the House; and he had strong 
leas whether it would not be even better to 
postpone any further action on the subject till 
such time when the whole of it should be before 
them. 

Mr. CLINTON observed that if the gentleman 
would give way, he would move to postpone the 
further consideration of the subject till the 23d 
of this month. 

Mr. ELMER inquired whether the motion 
would not require a vote of two thirds? 

The SPEAKER said that it would not. 

Mr. ADAMS. Not take a vote of two thirds, 
Mr. Speaker, to postpone to a day certain? 

The SPEAKER thought it would not. 

Mr. ADAMS. The proposition is to postpone 
to a day certain—this day two weeks. Does the 
Chair think this proposition to change the order 
of business, which has been taken up by a vote 
of two thirds, can be carried by a majority? 

The SPEAKER thought that when a subject 
was under consideration by the House, though it 
might be aspecial order, its further consideration 
might be postponed by a majority vote. The 
subject, however, would not lose its character of 
a special order; though the House could at an 
time, by a majority, postpone the order of busi- 
ness. 


Chair. 

The SPEAKER said he could refer the gentle- 
man to at least thirty cases in which the House, 
by a majority, had postponed a special order. 

Mr. ADAMS knew of no such cases. He 
thought the position of the Speaker destroyed 
totally the rule which required a vote of two 
thirds to change the order of business. 

Mr. VINTON inquired whether this proposi- 
tion, if postponed, would require a vote of two 
thirds to take it up. 

The SPEAKER. 

oned, will come up on the da 
Ce postponed as the special order. 


Mr. WHITE addressed the Chair in favor of 


The proposition, if post- | 
to which it may | 


| hour had not expired ? 


Smith, John T. Smith, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John 
Stewart, Sykes, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, | 
Wheaton, White, Williams, Winthrop, William Wright, || 
and Joseph A. Wright—108. 

So the subject was not laid on the table. 

The appeal of the gentleman from Massachv- | 
setts [Mr. Apams] from the decision of the Chair, | 
that a majority vote could postpone this subject 
to this day two weeks, and give it then the pre- | 
cedence which it had this morning, came up as 
the next question; and on this a brief conversa- 
tion ensued, in which Messrs. WISE, CAMP- 
BELL, SAUNDERS, BLACK, CLINGMAN, | 


i} 


| Causien, McClelland, McDowell, Mclivaine, Marsh, Ed- 4 ance of all great national works. 





WHITE, McDOWELL, CLINTON, JAME- | 
SON, HAMLIN, and the SPEAKER took part. 

The decision of the Speaker was then sustained 
by the House. e 


| 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’ S MESSAGE. | 
Mr. C. JOHNSON inquired if the morning | 

; 


The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 
Mr.C. JOHNSON then moved that the House | 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole, for | 
the purpose of taking up the resolutions which | 


| were in part debated some time ago, referring the | 


| President’s 
Mr. ADAMS appealed from the decision of the | 


| the subject to a select committee of nine. || 


if the committee was disposed to take the ques- 


| jects for which appropriations had 
| and said that, among others, there was the Hud- 


several portions of the President’s message to ap- 
propriate committees. | 
The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Winturop | 
took the chair. 
The pending question was on the eleventh res- 
olution, whieh proposes to refer so much of the 
essage as relates to the policy of at- | 
tending to thé rivers and lakes of the West to the | 
Committee on Commerce, | 


} 


Mr.WELLER, who had the floor on the pend- 


ing question, commenced with an intimation that, | 


| 


| 





{ 


| 


It must be ro. 
membered that there was a sort of economy which 
was, in reality, the worst of prodigality. In re. 
lation to the motion now presented—to refer tha: 
portion of the message relating to the improve. 
ment of western rivers to a select committee—}, 
had only to say that he would give it his hearty 
support. : 

r. WENTWORTH said he was willing to 
vote for an appropriation for the Mississippi, 
Too long had the interests of that whole section 
of the country been begging at the door of that 
House in vain. But whilst he was willing to go 
with his Mississippi friends upon the proposition 
to refer the subject to a select committee, he did 
not understand what objection there could be to 
referring it to the Committee on Commerce; for 
to that committee he thought it legitimately be. 
longed. He had confidence in that committee; and 
he believed they would make a liberal appropri- 
ation. The object was a national one; and all 


| political distinctions, as well as sectional preju- 


dices, ought to give way to it. 

So much having been said on the subject of 
repudiation in various parts of the country, he 
rejoiced that he had been able to obtain the floor, 
so as to have the opportunity of making a fitting 
reply to it. He, for one—all his colleagues— 
nay, all the people of his State, were determined 


| to place her in the condition of an interest-paying 
| government. In the effort to accomplish this de- 


sirable object, all political parties and sectional feel- 
ings would be lost sight of, and the whole people 
would work together. For the union of the lakes 
with the Mississippi, a slight appropriation at 
this session of Congress would go a great way 
towards carrying on so great a work; and he be- 
sought those who had a common object with 


t | him to consent to let the subject be divided, so 
To this an amendment was proposed to refer || 


that the Committee on Commerce might have the 
charge of the appropriations for the upper lakes; 
and then, if the Mississippi river wanted appro- 
priations, why, let her have them. 


|| Mr. SEYMOUR observed that he rose, not for 


tion, he would occupy but a very brief portion of || the purpose eulogizing the West, which required 


its time. He then recapitulated many of the ob- 


een asked; 


| son river, which was nearly free from obstruc- 
‘| tion. 


the appeal, and in opposition to the decision of || 


the Chair. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved to lay the 
whole subject on the table. 

Mr. WHITE called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. W. then asked if it would require a vote 
of two thirds t@ take it up, should the subject be 
jaid on the table? 


quire a vote of two thirds to take it up out of its 
order. , 

Mr. BELSER inguired whether the existing 
rules would remain in force if the motion to lay 
on the table prevailed ? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative—yeas 76, nays 108; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Barringer, Belser, Bidlack, James Black, 
James A. Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Bovd, 
Jacob Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Wil- 
liam J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caidwell, Campbell, Reuben 
Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Cobb, Coles,Cullom, 
Daniel, Dawson, Deberry, Deliet, Dickinson, Ficklin, 
French, Gilmer, Haralson, Henley, Houston, Hubard, 
Hughes, Jameson, Cave Johnson, George W. Jones, Ken- 
nedy, Labranche, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, MeClernand, 


the Mississippi than upon the Hudson. When 
he made this statement in a former session, gen- 
tlemen were astonished; but he could assure them 


; 
There was far more commerce floating u en| 
it was the case. | 


The great river was navigated | 


_ by four hundred and fifty steamboats, giving em- 


ployment to some thirty thousand persons; and | 


| deserved, more than any other river that could | 


be named, the attention of this Government, to | 
which, in his opinion, exclusive jurisdiction over | 
the subject belonged. He denied that the State 


| governments had the power to remove the ob- | 


McConnell, McKay, Murphy, Newton, Norris, Owen, | 


Payne, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Russell, Saunders, 
Senter, Simpson, Slidell, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Ste- 
phens, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Summers, Taylor, Thomas- 
son, Thompson, Tibbatts, Weller, Wentworth, Wise, 
Woodward, and Yost—76. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Ashe, Barnard, 
Beardsley, Benton, Edward J. Black, Brodhead, Jeremiah 
Brown, Buffington, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Chilton, Cling- 
man, Clinton, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, Garrett Davis, 


_ofeconomy. Gentlemen could vote for extrava- 


Richard D. Davis, Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, Duncan, || 


Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Fish, Florence, Foot, Foster, | 


Frick, Giddings, Willis Green, Byram Green, Grinnell, Gri- 


j 
| 


judice in relation to it, 


: | structions which exist in the navigation of that | 
The SPEAKER answered that it would re- || 


river. 

He did not regard this as a local question, but | 
as one of great national importance; and he en- | 
treated gentlemen to divest themselves of all pre- | 


| 

It had been said that Congress had not the pow- 
er to act upon this subject, withouta violation of 
the Constitution. There were very few subjects 
proposed in that House, in which some gentle- | 
men could not discover a violation of the Consti- | 
tution, There were some gentlemen, he was | 
aware, whose patriotism scarcely extended be- 
yond the limits of their own State. Seven or 
eight hundred thousand dollars could be appro- 
priated for a custom-house at Boston, for adorn- 
ing and embellishing the city; and yet, when an 
appropriation was &sked for the construction of 
a harbor upon the lakes—a most important work, 
in a military point of view—it was sure to be rid- 
den down by gentlemen harping upon the subject 





gant appropriations, when the money was to be 
expended in the section of the country which 
they represented; but when appropriations were | 
asked for important public improvements in other 
sections, they were all at once exceedingly eco- 
nomical. He was as much in favor of econo- 








| 











|| no eulogium from any quarter—for they need but 
|| turn their eyes to the map, and look at its vast 
|| extent of territory, watered by the noblest rivers, 


and surpassed by no country in the world for 
fertility of soil and salubrity of clime, to pro- 
nounce that it will be, in future times, the center 
of the population of this continent, and the gran- 
ary of the world. Upon the Congress of the 
United States, as wise legislators, devolved the 
duty of developing the vast resources, not onl 
of that country, but of the whole Union. Wit 
these views, he must object to the spiritin which 
this debate had been carried on; and he must re- 
gret that it had partaken too much of sectional 
feeling, creating the impression that some gentle- 
men supposed that no others could have any in- 
terest.in the vast projects of internal improve- 
ment referred to in the President’s message, but 
those who were located in that region of country 
in which these improvements were to be made. 
This did not accord with his views of justice or 
pemeeer: He owed to his constituents to devote 
is best energies, and the most untiring zeal, to 
the promotion of their interests and the mainte- 
nance of their rights; but he never could sacrifice, 
even to them, the duty he was called on to per- 
form when the interests of the whole American 


|| people were involved. He was disposed to look 


at the whole subject of internal improvements as 
a national one; and he would not inquire, when 
necessary appropriations were to be made, whether 
they were to be expended on this or that side of 
the mountains. He should not look to the ques- 
tion whether they were for the benefit of the 
North or the South, the East or the West; but 
the only inquiry he should make would be, 
whether they tended to the advancement of the 


welfare of our common country, and whether 


they came within the prescribed limits of consti- 
tutional legislation. 

In reference to the phraseology of the message 
upon which the resolution before the committee 
was founded, he supposed their attention was 
directed to the rivers of the West, and particu- 
larly to the great father of waters, the Mississippi, 
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a —— 
that great artery which drains the valley be- | 
yond the mountains. Gentlemen had spoken of | 
the importance of the trade that passes down 
that river; and he purposed in the few remarks 
he should submit, to speak of the importance of 
the trade which passes up that river through the 1 
northern lakes, and finds its way to the great | 
emporium of the commerce of this Union—New | 
York. But he should speak this, not with the | 
view of instituting invidious comparisons—not | 
with the view of underrating the great interests | 
of the West, but for the national object which || 
he avowed in the outset of his remarks. It had | 
been well remarked by one gentleman in the course 
of this discussion, that there were two great ave- 
nues to the trade of the West—two great ave- 
nues through which the vast products of that re- 
gion were to be carried to the great marts of trade | 
—one of them being by the way of the northern | 
lakes, and the other down the Mississippi. Had | 
gentlemen who spoke of the vast amount of com- | 
merce going down the Mississippi looked at the | 
| 


! 
} 





map of the country, and seen the extent of the 
interests engaged in this northern commerce; had 
they looked at the extent of the trade on these 
northern lakes, and the extent of the territory 
that, through this channel, transported its pro- | 
ducts to market, they would have hesitated be- | 
fore they gave the first the precedence. The | 
States and Territories through which this com- | 
merce passed were increasing in population and | 
wealth as rapidly as any other section of the | 
Union; and although nature had opened this ave- | 
nue to them, the true interests of the Republic 
demanded something more. The attention of 
this Government had been for many years called 
to that avenue of trade, but it had not, in his 
opinion, been considered with that favor which 
its importance deserved. 

He knew that appropriations had been made 
for the purpose of improving the harbors and 
mouths of rivers emptying themselves into the | 
northern lakes; but the increasing population and | 
trade of the region of country bordering on them | 
had far outstripped any efforts of the Government | 
for theirimprovement. Not only were additional 
improvements needed there for the purposes of 
trade and commerce, but there were other con- 
siderations which should turn the attention of 
Congress to this great quarter of the Union. He | 
had just observed that nature had opened this 
great avenue of trade and commerce; but if we | 
mean to avail oursélves of the advantages she has || 
placed within our reach, we must apply the hand 
of art, and perfect what she has done. Our 
neighbors at the North (the British Government || 
of Canada) were not sleeping on this subject. | 

The policy of Great Britain had always been | 
to increase her commerce in every part of the | 
world, atall hazards; and it was this policy which | 
induced her, at different times, to make war on | 
every nation of Europe. This had carried her | 
arms into China and into the recesses of India; | 
and it was this policy which caused her to watch | 
the progress of this Republic with a jealous eye, 
Though she was unable to hold us in subjection 
as her colonies, she is yet striving, by means of 
her policy, to extort from us that wealth Which 
she was unable by force to make herown. Atthis 
very moment, for the purpose of diverting from us 
this trade which was annually pouring con the 
northern lakes, Great Britain was liberally em- 
ploying her revenues in enlarging the Welland 
canal, and opening another canal into the St. 
Lawrence. He had not risen, as he said, for the 
purpose of eulogizing the West, nor for the pur- 
pose of eulogizing the State he had the honor to | 
represent; but, as some things had been said— 











not perhaps detracting from the claims of the lat- 
ter, but calculated, in his opinion, to produce in- 
jurious impressions—it became him to make a 
few remarks on that part of the subject. 

We have been told that the improvements of 
the navigation of the Hudson had been for years 
asadead weightgn the appropriation for the west- 
ern waters. As a New Yorker, he could not hear 
such language used, without referring gentlemen to 
the enlightened course of policy his State had pur- 
sued in reference to internal improvements. She 
it was—and he spoke it not in the way of boast- 
ing, but in the language of sober truth—who did 
what the national Government never would have 
done for the purpose of securing, not only to her 
own citizens, but to those of the whole Union, the 





TH 


trade and commerce of the great western valley. | 
Did gentlemen reflect, when they spoke of the || 
Hudson hanging as a dead weight on the appro- || 
riations for the West, that, years ago, when | 
Siew York was feeble in resources, she, in her || 
feebleness, when doubts of the feasibility of the 
plan she projected were continually thrown out 
to dispirit her, and when Congress, too, refused | 
its aid, commenced and completed that great work, 
the Erie canal,which connects the great emporium | 
of the nation with the northern lakes? Ay, she | 
asked aid from Congress to enabie her to carry | 
on that great work, and it was refused her. Nay, | 
more; she was told, undoubtedly by men who be- 
lieved what they said, that the project was worthy | 
only of the heated imaginations of enthusiasts. | 
But she had men of spirit in her councils, who | 
would not quail under these difficulties; and she | 
went on and constructed that noble work, which | 
he might say, without arrogance, had given the | 
first spring to that system of internal improve- | 
ments which was now spreading over the whole || 
country. When his friend from Ohio remarked 
that aid was sought for the navigation of the Hud- 
son river, having a navigation of only one hundred 
miles, he trusted he had not forgotten that this 
same Erie canal of four hundred miles connected 
it with the northern lakes, and became the chain | 
of communication between New York. and the 
great West. And further, he would add, that 
when that canal was enlarged to the dimensions | 
to which the State was pledged to enlarge it, it 
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would form the most splendid line of international | 
communication to be found in the world. Then | 
the same craft that navigates the lakes may nav- | 
igate the canal and the Hudson river; and the very | 
ships that sail from Chicago may continue their | 
uninterrupted voyage till they reach the harbor | 
of New York. 
He was not disposed to complain of the course | 
which the Federal Government had heretofore | 
ursued in reference to internal improvements. | 
e wished to make no invidious comparisons; | 
but it should be recollected that, for the period of 
ten years, during which these works have been | 
suspended, the city of New Ycrk, the great em- 
porium of the commerce of the country, which | 
depended principally on this great artery of trade | 
for its supplies, had paid into the national Treas- | 
ury more than one half of the revenues which have | 
been collected from the customs. Ay, sir, in this | 


} 


peoam more than one hundred million dollars | 


ave been collected in that port and paid into your | 
Treasury, while Congress has only appropriated | 
$32,000 for the improvement of the navigation of | 
the Hudson. 
He would not, at this time, go into the detailed | 
statement on this subject with which he was pre- | 
pared, but intimated that he should do so ata 
proper time. He, however, made some statement | 
of the tonnage on the Hudson—the number of 
vessels, and the amount of commerce which floats 
upon it—to show the importance of this river to | 
the interests of the country. In conclusion, he | 
suggested that the resolution should be made more 
definite, sogthat the committee to which it might | 
be sent might know what the House understood | 
by the term “ western rivers;’’ and he also con- | 
tended that the standing Committee on Commerce 
was the appropriate committee to which it should | 


oO. 

Mr. BARNAED and Mr. RATHBUN rose | 
almost simultaneously to address the committee; | 
but the Chairman gave the floor to the former 

entleman. Objections, however, were made to 
is proceeding, on the ground that he had already 
spoken on this question. 

After some conversation, in which Messrs. | 
RATHBUN, BARNARD, STETSON, JAME- | 
SON, and others, took part, the decision of the 
Chair was acquiesced in. 

Mr. BARNARD said he was opposed to the 
reference of this subject to a select committee; 
and he contended that the standing committee 
was the only appropriate one. He complained | 
that the reference in the President’s message to 
western rivers was local and partial; and he hoped 
it was accidental, though they had been told that 
all the rivers on the continent were western riv- 
ers, inasmuch as this wasthe western continent. | 
If this were so, they must regard the President | 
as recommending the improvement of ail rivers, | 
including not only the Mississippi and Ohio, but 
the Hudson sof the Delaware, the Red river, | 
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| and, in short, all the rivers upon this continent; 


he supposed he might add the St. Lawrence, the 
Amazon, and the La Plata. The gentleman from 
Virginia had proceeded to justify the President 
in particularizing the western rivers. In the first 
place, he justified the appropriation for western 
rivers on the ground ef the territorial jurisdiction 
of the United States; that these rivers flow past 
the territory of the United States, and, therefore, 
that Congress alone has the right to improve 
them. The same reason, he thought, would ap- 
ply to the rivers of the North and the East. Bat 
the gentleman went a step further, and found a 
justification for this recommendation of the Pres- 
ident in the fact that these are rivers of great 
national importance; while, at the same time, he 
emphatically remarked, in reference to the Hud- 
son, that it only ran through the State of New 
York. The gentleman seemed to know ver 

little about the Hudson river, from the low esti- 
mate which he appeared to have formed of its 
importance; but he could inform the gentleman 


| that the Hudson river was connected with a line 


of water communication seven thousand miles in 
extent. The Hudson river not of national import- 
ance!—a river which waters the shores of New 
Jersey and of New York, which forms part of a 


| water communication extending to the Territory 


of Wisconsin, having two thousand miles of for- 
eign coast connected with it; and this is a river of 
no national importance! A river on which float 
some thirteen hundred vessels, conveying up- 
wards of one hundred and fifty thousand tons, 
and which sends out whalers to the most distant 
parts of the globe. 

There was another thing worthy of notice; the 
whole distance required to be improved, in order 
to facilitate its navigation, probably did notexceed 
three hundred yards. Gentlemen must keep in 
view the extended line of water communication, 
of which this river formed an important part. 
Upon the lakes with which it was connected, a 
hundred and ten steamboats, of a tonnage of thirty- 


| one thousand and upwards, were constantly em- 


ployed. There was more produce, beyond all 
possible comparison, conveyed upon that river, 
than there was in the eight hundred flatboats of 
‘the Mississippi. He was not disposed to institute 
a comparison between the Mississippi and the 
Hudson for any other purpose than to set gentle- 
men right, and to place a correct view of the sub- 
ject before the House; his only object was to 
show the vast amount of commerce which was 
conveyed upon that river. A large sum of money 
was here demanded for the improvement of the 
western waters—the estimate was $8,000,000— 
and he had no doubt that more than that sum 
would be required, because a recent report on thi: 
subject informed them that this appropriation 
must be perpetual, from the nature of the work 
required to be done. {Here Mr. B. read a portion 
of the report to which he had referred.] This 
was the prospect before them; and, with thi- 
prospect, he would go in favor of the improve- 
ment; and if he could be satisfied wey that, with 
the appropriation, wer could get rid of all the 
obstacles in two years, he would be willing to vote 
in favor of giving them $15,000,000, and borrow 
the money for that purpose. But he entreated 
gentlemen, while they were making provision fo. 
the improvement of the western waters, not te 
lose sight of equally important objects in othe. 
sections of the Unica, It was said that the West 
had been neglected. He would not now go over 
that subject, which had been so ably discussed or. 
a former day; but in regard to the question of 
improvement, what had been done in behalf of 
the Hudson—a river that was justly entitled to 
be brought into comparison with the Mississippi 
itself. He had no disposition to press the subject, 
but he begged leave respectfully to suggest it to 
entlemen who came fresh and new into that 
ouse from the West, bringing with them al} the 
partialities for their own section—all those mag- 
nificent ideas commensurate with the great rivers 
of the West themselves—he begged leave to aug: 
gest to them that they were not pursuing the right 
course, even for their own intérest. 
It was suggested that there should be, not only 
a select committee, composed of western men, to 
take care of western interests, but that a new 
bureau should be formed at Washington for a sim- 
ilar purpose. There was already a bureau for the 
charge of internal improvements—he meant that 
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employed, and as much employed upoo the im- | 


provement of western waters as upon that of any 
other, What were they going to do with that 


bureau? Would they withdraw the superintend- | 


ence of the West from them, and create a new 
one? It was not their true policy todoso. With 
all respect for the gentiemen, he begged to say 


that this was not the policy of statesmen. They | 


must not create a bureau, nor must they have a 
select committee for the West. He claimed him- 
self the right to take care of the West. He was 
sent there for the purpose of taking care of west- 
ern interests; and he would not consent that the 
subject should be taken out of hig hands. He 
believed that he understood something about the 
interests of the West; and he believed, also, that 
he felt as great an interest for them as western 
men themselves. 


Mr. FICKLIN obtained the floor, and moved | 
that the committee rise; which motion was agreed | 


to. 


The committee accordingly rose, and reported | 


rogress. 
Mr. C. JOHNSON submitted a resolution to 


refer so much of the President’s message as re- | 


lates to Indian affairs to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs; which was considered and agreed to. 


PRINTING CENSUS RETURNS. 


Mr. GREEN, of Kentucky, offered the follow- | 


ing resolution; which was read: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House do, in connection 
with the information concerning public printing required by 
the resolution of this House of the 3d instant, at the same 


time report to this House the amount or amounts paid for | 


the printing of the returns of the last census, and to whom 


paid ; and also that he report the amount of the account | . 
'| relieve 


rendered for printing the compendium of the sixth census, 
and the amount which Congress directed to be paid on said 
account. 


The House then adjourned. 





The following petitions were presented under a rule of 
the House, and appropriately referred : 

By Mr. RATHBUN: The petition of Martha Demenou, 
for the payment to her ofthe money due to Archibald Camp- 


bell, deceased, for services inthe Army ofthe United States, | 


as a common soldier, from 1792 to 1802 ; which was referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 


By Mr. NES: The petition of John Wise, aeronaut, of | 


Lancaster, Pennsylvania, asking Congress to make an ap 
propriation for the construction and outfit of an aerostadt, 


of one hundred feet in diameter, made of substantial cotton | 
drilling, &c., with which he pledges himself to circumnav- | 


igate the globe, aerially, in the space of thirty or forty days ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. PHOENIX: The petition of James Barr, asking 
the regular payment of his pension. 


By Mr. 8ST. JOHN: The petition of one hundred and | 
three citizens of the county ef Seneca, Ohio, praying for | 


the passage of a law for the benefit of settlers in the Ore- 
gon Territory; which was referred to the Committee on 
‘Territories. 

By Mr. ANDERSON: The petition of two hundred citi- 
zens of Westchester county, New York, praying Congress 
to make suitable appropriation for the improvement of Saw- 


pit harbor; which was referred to the Committee on Com- | 


merce. 

By Mr. CALDWELL: The petition of one hundred and 
thirty-five persons, praying for the establishment of a post 
route from Somerset, in Pulaski county, via Harrison, to 
Jamestown, in Russell county, Kentucky; which was re- 
ferred to the Commictee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. FRICK: The petition of a number of the inhab- 
itants of Northumberland county, Pennsylvania, praying 





of topographical engineers—consisting of a corps 
of thirty-six officers, all well instructed and well || 


House or Representatives, January 9, 1844. 
Sie: In my remarks of yesterday, you represent me as 
replying many things to Mr. Srernens which were said in 
reply to Mr. Barwarp, of New York. The question had 
been asked by the latter gentleman why this bill had not 
been passed during the administration of General Jackson 
or Mr. Van Buren? It was to his interrogatory that | asked 


the question: Whether he or his friends would have ever || 


voted for it?—whether the old Federal party would have | 
voted for, &e. | 


Please say in the morning that my reply wasto Mr. Bar- 
A. V. BROWN. 


LePORTER OF THE GLOBE. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 10, 1844. 

Mr. MERRICK introduced to the Senate his 
colleague, Hon. James A. Pearce, Senator elect | 
from the State of Maryland, for six years from | 
the 4th of March last. 

He was qualified. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the. 
Senate a report from the State Department, show- | 
ing the manner of the disbursement of the con- | 


tingent fund for that Department; which was, on || 


motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, laid on the 
table. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition, nu- 
merously signed, praying for a grant of land to 


| 
| 
| the State of Indiana, to assist in the completion | 


| Lands. 


| for other purposes; which was read, and ordered | 


for the establishment of a post route from Sunbury, in said | 


county, via Snyderstown and Rushville, in the same county, 
to Danville, in Columbia county —distance, thirteen miles ; 
the mail to be carried on horseback, once a week ; which 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


Roads. 


By Mr. LYON: A memorial, signed by three hundred | 
and three citizens of Laporte county, in the State of Indi- | 
ana, asking an appropriation for Ure construction of a har- | 
bor at the mouth of Galien river, in Berrien county, in the | 


State of Michigan; also, a copy of the resolutions adopted 
at a public meeting of the citizens of New Buffalo, in Ber- 
rien county, in favor of the same object; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania: The petition and 


documents of John 8. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, praying that | 


an act may be passed directing the payment of a balance 
which appears on the Treasury books to have been due to 


his father, as deputy commissary of provisions in the revo- | 


tutionary war. 


1 


j 


By Mr. FISH: The petition of H. Havens & Son and | 


others, in relation toa drawback on spirits distilled from 
foreign molasses. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Indiana: The petition of William 
Smith, of Marion county, praying a grant of land or other 
remuneration for the services of Thomas Smith, his father, 
who died in the service during the last war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. McVOWELL: Sundry petitions from citizens of 
Ohio, praying for the establishment of a mail route from 
Ripley to Circleville, Ohio; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Poet Office and Post Roads. 





| 
| 
| 


| 
} 


| tled an act to amend the act of the 4th of March, 


of the Wabash and Erie canal to the Ohio river; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 


Mr. BREESE presented documents in relation | 
to the petition of John Atchison, praying to be | 
Strom the payment of acertain judgment; | 
which were referred to the Committee on the | 
Judiciary. | 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported back, without amend- | 
ment, and with arecommendation that it do pass, | 
the bill to confirm the survey and location of | 
claims for land in the State of Mississippi, east 
of the Pear! river, and south of the thirty-first 
degree of north latitude. The report accompany- | 
ing it was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, reported | 
back, without amendment, and with a recom- 


| 
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the memorial of William A. Slacum, asking 
| States in the Pacific ocean, be taken from the file, 


| tions. 


ilar in principle; and for the pu of asce 
id be 


| Wallace Wormley. 


NARD, and not to Mr. Sreruens. 1} 
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ing whether that course wou 
moved to lay the biil on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED, 


On motion of Mr. FOSTER, leave was gran, 
ed to withdraw from the files the papers of Husk 
r. KING, it was ordered tha: 


adopted, 





On motion of 
remuneration for services rendered the United 


and referred to the Committee on Foreign Rejs. 


FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. 


The bill granting a certain quantity of land t 
aid in the improvement of the navigation of the 
Fox and Wisconsin rivers, in the Territory of 
Wisconsin, and for the purpose of connecting 
them by means of a canal, came up in order, gg 
in Committee of the Whole; but was, on mo. 


| tion of Mr. TALLMADGE, postponed until the 





mendation that it do pass, the bill to apply cer- || 


tain alternate sections of public domain to the | 
completion of works of internal improvement, in 
the State of Michigan. The report accompany- | 
ing it was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill, entitled, ** An act to au- 
thorize the survey of the mouth of Red river, and 


to a second reading. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on | 
Printing, reported in favor of the printing of cer- | 
tain reports from the Treasury and State Depart- | 
ments; which was concurred in by tke Senate. 

The adverse reports of the Committee on Claims, 
in the case of George Patterson; and the Commit- 
tee on Pensions, in the cases of David Mum and | 
the widow of Josiah Gordon, were taken up and 
concurred in. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. JARNAGIN, on leave, introduced a bill to | 


increase the salary of the district judge of the |) 


United States for the district of east, middle, and 
the western district of Tennessee; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
COURTS IN OHIO. 

The bill entitled an act to repeal the act enti- | 





1838, entitled an act to change the time of holding | 
the circuit and district courts for the district of 
Ohio, was read the second time, and, with the 
documents upon the subject, referred to the Com- 





ISAAC ILSLEY. 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Ilsley came up 
in order as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked, that since the bill 
was last before the Senate, he had understood that 
the claim would be adjusted at the Department, 
under a decision heretofore made upon cases sim- 


| mittee on the Judiciary. | 


report of the committee relative to it shall haye 
been printed and laid on the table of the Senate, 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. FOSTER gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a ‘bill for the 
relief of Hugh Wallace Wormley. 


PEA PATCH ISLAND. 


On motion of Mr. DAYTON, the bill for the 
settlement of the title to the Pea Patch Island was 
taken up for consideration, as in Committee of 
the Whole, the question pending being the mo- 
tion submitted by Mr. Tappan when the bill was 
last up, to recommit it to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, with instructions so to modify it-as to 
submit the question of title to the United States 
courts for decision. 

Mr. DAYTON addressed the Senate for up- 
wards of an hour, giving an elaborate history of 
the whole case. He adverted at large to the ac- 
tion taken by the two States— Delaware and New 
Jersey—on the subject, the trials had in both in 
relation to the claim and title of Gale, and the 
various attempts made to compromise the matter 
between him and the United States. After a very 
minute and clear statement of all these particu- 
lars, Mr. D. proceeded at considerable length to 
argue the legal and technical points involved in 
the question of jurisdiction and title, and con- 
cluded by urfing the passage of the bill as re- 
ported by the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. BAYARD accounted for the controversy 
relative to the title derived from the Duke of York 
by William Penn, and stated that it was not till 
very lately the deed of the Crown confirming that 
title had been brought to light. It appeared now 
that the objections taken to William Penn’s title— 
namely, that the Duke of York, in 1682, when he 
made the grant to Penn, was only a subject him- 


_ self, and could make no such grant of territory, 


acquired by conquest, for his Government, as 
that he had made—was not a valid objection, in- 
asmuch as when the Duke of York succeeded to 
the Crown, and became James II., he confirmed 
the originai grant. Delaware had always claimed 
jurisdiction over the twelve miles circuit round 


| the town of Newcastle, in conformity with Penn’s 


| 


} 


grant. Mr. B. then gave a minute history of the 
proceedings in relation to the claims of the States 
of New Jersey and Delaware, and also the claim 
of Mr. Gale’s representatives. He urged that, 
under all the circumstances, it had been judged 


|| best to acquiesce in the arrangement made by the 
| only parties now really interested—the United 
'| States and the claimants under Gale’s title. 


He 
therefore advocated the passage of the bill in its 
present form. 

Mr. TAPPAN spoke in favor of his motion to 
recommit the bill, with instractions to refer the 
adjustment of the whole matter to the United 
States courts. . 

Mr. BREESE considered the question narrowed 
down to this: that the State of Delaware having 
ceded all her title to the United States, and the 
State of New Jersey having granted away her 
title to Gale, who had since come into an arrange- 
ment by which his title is vested in the United 
States; and one of the United States courts hav 
pronounced judgment in his favor, it remaine 
only to ascertain the value of the property and 
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of topographical engineers—consisting of a corps 
of thirty-six officers, all well instructed and well 
employed, and as much employed upon the im- 
provement of western waters as upon that of any 
other. What were they going to do with that 
bureau? Would they withdraw the superintend- 
ence of the West from them, and create a new 
one? It was not their true policy todoso. With 
all respect for the gentiemen, he begged to say 
that this was not the policy of statesmen. They 
must not create a bureau, nor must they have a 
select committee for the West. 
self the right to take care of the West. 
sent there for the purpose of taking care of west- 
ern interests; and he would not consent that the 
subject should be taken out of his hands. He 
believed that he understood something about the 
interests of the West; and he believed, also, that 
he felt as great an interest for them as western 
men themselves. 


i 
| 
{ 


| 


He claimed him- | 
He was | 


Mr. FICKLIN obtained the floor, and moved | 


that the committee rise; which motion was agreed 
to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and reported 
progress. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON submitted a resolution to 
refer so much of the President’s message as re- 


lates to Indian affairs to the Committee on Indian | 


Affairs; which was considered and agreed to. 
PRINTING CENSUS RETURNS. 
Mr. GREEN, of Kentucky, offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House do, in connection 
with the information concerning public printing required by 
the resolution of this House of the 3d instant, at the same 
time report to this House the amount or amounts paid for 


the printing of the returns of the last census, and to whom | 
paid; and also that he report the amount of the account 


rendered for printing the compendium of the sixth census, 
and the amount Which Congress directed to be paid on said 
account. 


The House then adjourned. 





The following petitions were presented under a rule of 

the House, and appropriately referred : 

ty Mr. RATHBON: The petition of Martha Demenou, 
for the paymentto her ofthe money due to Archibald Camp- 
bell, deceased, for services in the Army of the United States, 
as a common soldier, from 1792 to 1802 ; which was referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. NES: The petition of John Wise, aeronaut, of 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, asking Congress to make an ap 
propriation for the construction and outfit of an aerostadt, 
of one hundred feet in diameter, made of substantial cotton 
drilling, &c., with which he pledges himself to circumnay- 
igate the globe, aerially, in the space of thirty or forty days ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. PHOENIX: The petition of James Barr, asking 
the regular payment of his pension. 

By Mr. 8T. JOHN: The petition of one hundred and 


| relieve 


three citizens of the county of Seneca, Ohio, praying for | 


the passage of a law for the benefit of settlers in the Ore 
gon Territory; which was referred to the Committee on 
‘Territories. 

By Mr. ANDERSON: The petition of two hundred citi- 


zens of Westchester county, New York, praying Congress | 


to make suitable appropriation for the improvement of Saw- | 


pit harbor; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 


By Mr. CALDWELL: The petition of one hundred and 


thirty five persons, praying for the establishment of a post 
route from Somerset, in Pulaski county, via Harrison, to 
Jamestown, in Russell county, Kentucky; which was re- 
ferred to the Commiitee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


By Mr. FRICK: The petition of a number of the inhab- | 


itants of Northumberland county, Pennsylvania, praying 


for the establishment of a post route from Sunbury, in said | 


eounty, via Snyderstown and Rushville,in the same county, || 


to Danville, in Columbia county —distance, thirteen miles ; 


the mail to be carried on horseback, once a week ; which | 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


Roads. 


By Mr. LYON: A memorial, signed by three hundred | 
and three citizens of Laporte county, in the State of Indi- | 


ana, asking an appropriation for Ure construction of a har- 


bor at the mouth of Galien river, in Berrien county, in the | 


State of Michigan; also, a copy of the resolutions adopted 
at a public meeting of the citizens of New Buffalo, in Ber- 
rien county, in favor of the same object; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


By Mr. BROWN, of Pennsyivania: The petition and | 


documents of John 8. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, praying that | 
an act may be passed directing the payment of a balance | 
which appears on the Treasury books to have been due to | 


his father, as deputy commissary of provisions in the revo- | 


lutionary war. 

By Mr. FISH: The petition of H. Havens & Son and 
others, in relation to a drawback on spirits distilled from 
foreigu molasses. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Indiana: The petition of William 
Smith, of Marion county, praying a grant of land or other 
remuneration for the services of Thomas Smith, his father, 
who died in the service during the last war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. McVOWELL: Sundry petitions from citizens of 
Ohio, praying for the estaMishment of a mail route from 
Ripley to Circleville, Ohio; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Poet Office and Post Roads 


| 


i} 


! 


House or Representatives, January 9, 1844. 
Sie: In my remarks of yesterday, you represent me as 
replying many things to Mr. Steenens which were said in 
reply to Mr. Barnarp, of New York. The question had 
been asked by the latter genuleman why this bill had not 
been passed during the administration of General Jackson 
or Mr. Van Buren? It was to his interrogatory that L asked 
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the question: Whether he or his friends would have ever | 


voted for it?—whether the old Federal party would have 
voted for, &e. 


Please say in the morning that my reply was to Mr. Bar- 


NARD, and not to Mr. Sreruwens. 


A. V. BROWN. 


LevpORTER OF THE GLOBE. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 10, 1844. 


Mr. MERRICK introduced to the Senate his 
colleague, Hon. James A. Pearce, Senator elect 
from the State of Maryland, for six years from 
the 4th of March last. 

He was qualified. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report from the State Department, show- 
ing the manner of the disbursement of the con- 
tingent fund for that Department; which was, on 
motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, laid on the 
table. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition, nu- 
merously signed, praying for a grant of land to 


| the State of Indiana, to assist in the completion 


a we | ! 
of the Wabash and Erie canal to the Ohio river; } settlement of the title to the Pea Patch Island was 


which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


| 
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ilar in principle; and for the purpose of ascertain. 

ing whether that course would be adopted, he 

moved to lay the biil on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


| PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED, 


On motion of Mr. FOSTER, leave was grant. 
_ed to withdraw from the files the papers of Hugh 


Wallace Saeeee 
On motion of Mr. KING, it was ordered the: 


| the memorial of William A. Slacum, asking 


/remuneration for services rendered the United 
| States in the Pacific ocean, be taken from the files 


| and referred to the Committee on Foreign Rel. 


| tions. 
FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. 


The bill granting a certain quantity of land ty 
aid in the improvement of the navigation of the 
| Fox and Wisconsin rivers, in the Territory of 
| Wisconsin, and for the purpose of connecting 
| them by means of a canal, came up in order, as 
| in Committee of the Whole; but was, on mo. 


| tion of Mr. TALLMADGE, postponed until the 
| report of the committee relative to it shall have 


| been printed and laid on the table of the Senate, 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 


| Mr. FOSTER gave notice that he would, on 
| to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Hugh Wallace Wormley. 


PEA PATCH ISLAND. 
On motion of Mr. DAYTON, the bill for the 





| taken up for consideration, as in Committee of 
} 


Mr. BREESE presented documents in relation || hs 'Whele, the question pending Same na 


to the Paton of John Atchison, praying to be 
from the payment of a certain judgment; 
which were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| 
| 
| 


| tion submitted by Mr. Tappan when the bill was 


last up, to recommit it to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, with instructions so to modify it as to 
submit the question of title to the United States 
courts for decision. 


Mr. DAYTON addressed the Senate for up- 





| 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on | wards of an hour, giving an elaborate history of 


Public Lands, reported back, without amend- 


ment, and with a recommendation that it do pass, | 
the bill to confirm the survey and location of 


claims for land in the State of Mississippi, east 
of the Pear! river, and south of the thirty-first 


degree of north latitude. The report accompany- | 


ing it was ordered to be printed. 


| 


He also, from the same committee, reported | 
back, without amendment, and with a recom- | 


mendation that it do pass, the bill to apply cer- 
tain alternate sections of public domain to the 
completion of works of internal improvement, in 
the State of Michigan. The report accompany- 
ing it was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Com- 


merce, reported a bill, entitled, ** An act to au- | 


thorize the survey of the mouth of Red river, and 
for other purposes; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported in favor of the printing of cer- 


tain reports from the Treasury and State Depart- | 


ments; which was concurred in by tke Senate. 


Thead verse reports of the Committee on Claims, | 
in the case of George Patterson; and the Commit- 


tee on Pensions, in the cases of David Mum and 


the widow of Josiah Gordon, were taken up and | 


ii 
| 
11 


concurred in. 
BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. JARNAGIN, on leave, introduced a bill to 
increase the salary of the district judge of the 
United States for the district of east, middle, and 
the western district of Tennessee; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Judiciary Committee. 


COURTS IN OHIO. 


The bill entitled an act to repeal the act enti- 
tled an act to amend the act of the 4th of March, 
1838, entitled an act to change the time of holding 
the circuit and district courts for the district of 
Ohio, was read the second time, and, with the 
documents upon thesubject, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


ISAAC ILSLEY. 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Ilsley came up 
in order as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked, that since the bill 
was last before the Senate, he had understood that 
the claim would be adjusted at the Department, 
under a decision heretofore made upon cases sim- 


' 
! 
; 
} 
| 
j 
' 
| 


the whole case. He adverted at large to the ac- 
tion taken by the two States—Delaware and New 
Jersey—on the subject, the trials had in both in 
relation to the claim and title of Gale, and the 
various attempts made to compromise the matter 
between him and the United States. After a very 

minute and clear statement of all these particu- 
lars, Mr. D. proceeded at considerable length to 
argue the legal and technical points involved in 
the question of jurisdiction and title, and con- 
cluded by urSing the passage of the bill as re- 
ported by the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. BAYARD accounted for the controversy 
relative to the title derived from the Duke of York 
by William Penn, and stated that it was not till 
very lately the deed of the Crown confirming that 
title had been brought to light. It appeared now 
that the objections taken to William Penn’s title— 
| namely, that the Duke of York, in 1682, when he 
made the grant to Penn, was only a subject him- 
self, and could make no such grant of territory, 
acquired by conquest, for his Government, as 
that he had made—was not a valid objection, in- 
asmuch as when the Duke of York succeeded to 
the Crown, and became James II., he confirmed 
the originai grant. Delaware had always claimed 
jurisdiction over the twelve miles circuit round 
| the town of Newcastle, in conformity with Penn’s 
/gvant. Mr. B. then gave a minute history of the 
proceedings in relation to the claims of the States 
of New Jersey and Delaware, and also the claim 
_ of Mr. Gale’s representatives. He urged that, 
| under all the circumstances, it had been judged 
best to acquiesce in the arrangement made by the 
only parties now really interested—the United 
| States and the claimants under Gale’s title. He 
| therefore advocated the passage of the bill in its 
present form. 

Mr. TAPPAN spoke in favor of his motion to 
recommit the bill, with instructions to refer the 
adjustment of the whole matter to the United 
States courts. o 

Mr. BREESE considered the question narrowed 
down to this: that the State of Delaware having 
ceded all her title to the United States, and the 
State of New Jersey having granted away her 
title to Gale, who had since come into an arrange- 
ment by which his title is vested in the United 
States; and one of the United States courts havin 
pronounced judgment in his favor, it remaine 
only to ascertain the value of the property and 
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